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The Shield of Faith 
By Thomas Kimber 


HY does the battle thicken so— 
The darts rain fast upon my breast, 
While missiles hurled with cruel force 
Ring loud against my burnished crest? 
Above the din I seem to hear 
My Captain’s voice in accents clear, 
*¢ Because your shield is down!”’ 


Why does the enemy advance 

And hem us ’round on every hand 
While we, the army of the Lord, 

Can scarce his arrogance withstand? 
Above the shouts I seem to hear 

My Captain’s voice in accents clear, 
‘s Because your shields are down!”’ 


Ah! Now it’s brighter —now I see 
The enemy is taking flight, 
And lo! the banner of the Cross 
Streams red against the morning light; 
But as they fiee I seem to hear 
My Captain call in accents clear, 
*‘ Let not your shields go down!”’ 


While Satan Works 


God’s Word never tells us to fix our 
eyes on Satan. There is a temptation to 
do so—especially as Satan gets more and 
more active and his works multiply in 
startling quantity and quality. A Christian 
woman in California, writing to the Editor, 
speaks a wholesome and needed word. for 
these dark days. “How I rejoice,” she says, 
“Gn what God is doing in this world! Some 
people think only of what Satan is doing. 
God knows it is enough, but GOD is doing 
more.” So “these dark days” are shot 
through and through with heavenly light 
that shines with the glory of God. Satan 
is powerful, but God is omnipotent. Re- 


vivals are breaking out in many places; 
God’s printed Word is pouring from print- 
ing presses by millions of copies every 
year; ambassadors of the cross, empowered 
by the Holy Spirit, are telling out the 
Good News in increasing power and faith- 


fulness. Let us join in the prayer of 
thanksgiving: “How I rejoice in what 
God is doing in this world!” 


= 
Calvary Not a Paragraph 


“Tt is finished” was not the comment 
of the Son of God on a mere incident in 
his life. It is strange that any Christian 
teachers should make it so. The lamentable 
mistake comes from failure to recognize the 
uniqueness, the isolation, and the finality of 
Christ’s death on the cross. Dr. E. Stanley 
Jones, who says many true things along 
with his Modernism and rejection of parts 
of the Scripture, says in his recent book, 
“Christ’s Alternative to Communism”: “If 
Christ is so bound up with human life that 
anything that falls on any man falls on 
him, if all the hungers of the world are his 
hungers, then the sufferings of the cross 
were but a paragraph in the book of his 
continued sufferings.” That is not what 
God says about Calvary. Something was 
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done on Calvary that had never been done 
before and will never be done again. Christ 
“bare our sins in his own body on the 
tree” (1 Pet. 2: 24); but he is not bearing 
them now. Sinless, he was “made... to 
be sin for us” (2 Cor. 5:21); but he is 
not made to be sin for us now. Because he 
voluntarily let himself be identified with 
our sins, he was forsaken by God his 
heavenly Father and uttered that “orphaned 
cry” on the cross; but he is not forsaken 
by the Father now. Because of his sub- 
stitution for sin, darkness came upon him 
and upon all the earth for three hours; 
but there is no darkness upon him now. 
When he had completed this supreme and 
unique work, Christ on Calvary said, “It 
is finished.” There is no continuance now 
of that which was finished on Calvary. 
“For in that he died, he died unto sin 
once for all”; for “Christ being raised from 
the dead dieth no more” (Rom. 6: 10, 9). 
For “this man, after he had offered one 
sacrifice for sins forever, sat down on the 
right hand of God” (Heb. 10:12). Let 
us praise God that it is not true that “the 
sufferings of the cross were but a para- 
graph in the book of his continued suffer- 
ings,” but that “Christ was once [and only 
once] offered to bear the sins of many” 
(Heb. 9: 28). 
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Proposals for a Universal Religion 


HE New History Society takes its 
[name apparently, from its ambitious 

program: the establishment of the 
United States of the World and of a Uni- 
versal Religion. When these things come, 
history will indeed enter on a new phase! 
But the perfections they imply wait on 
Him who shall “make all things new” 
after His Coming. The Society was 
founded in 1928, and is, we are told, based 
on Bahaist principles. Among its speakers 
have been John Haynes Holmes, Rabbi 
Wise, John Dewey, Einstein, Mrs. Sanger, 
Tagore, and a son of Tolstoi. 

The chief activities of the organization 
so tar have involved the offering of money 
prizes in international competition on the 
promotion of world-peace and similar sub- 
jects. The theme for one competition was, 
“How Can Youth Contribute to the Re- 
alization of a Universal Religion?” Among 
the judges were the names of Bishop Fred 
Fisher; Devere Allen, editor of The World 
Tomorrow; Dr. Henry F. Atkinson, Gen- 
eral Secretary of the World Conference 
for International Peace through Religion; 
and a number of Unitarian ministers. En- 


terprises of this type, and parliaments of 
religion, have always had a peculiar attrac-- 
tion for Unitarians. One way of getting 
rid of Christianity is to submerge and 
drown it in a union of religions. This ends 
Christianity’s uniqueness and its absolute 
demands on the human heart. 
Competition for this fourth series of 
prizes was confined to young people. of 
Asia. Its sponsors declare the result to 
have shown “that the rising generation in 
all countries has been caught in a new 
vibration. Following the footsteps of its 
spiritual ancestors, Buddha, Confucius, 
Laotsu, Moses, Christ, Baha-U-llah, it has 
discarded sectarianism and come out boldly 
for the religion of progress and love. 
“Never before has the youth of Asia 
had opportunity to express its hopes. These 
essays challenge the religious leaders of 
the world. Youth has made up its mind 
to annihilate dogmas and build in their 
place a fairer edifice.” The writers are 
then characterized as “Charter members of 
the Order of the Great Companions, the 
heralds of a new dawn, the harbingers of 
a new spring, the stars guiding travelers 
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to a world of idealism, of peace, and of 
immortal bliss.” 

We swim in pure azure! 

What shall we say about this? 

First, that the proposed religion of prog- 
ress and love is not the Christian religion. 
In these essays the name of Christ is not 
once named save in the customary series, 
— Buddha, Confucius, Jesus. The idea of 
salvation does not appear, nor does the 
word sin. “Religion” is but a rhetorical 
synonym for friendliness and optimism. 
The dark and tragic in human nature, 
man’s personal spiritual needs and agonies, 
are not referred to. We are in a “sum- 
mer-land” like that of the Spiritists, which 
is supposed to welcome all after death. 
Strange that in the present mad welter, 
as of a burning building, these young peo- 
ple are not looking for a way of escape. 

They deem themselves sufficient at every 
point, and feel no need of a Saviour. In 
the early twenties there was a so-calléd 
“Youth Movement” in Germany , which 
drew from casual American observers glow- 
ing reports (e. g., Stanley High’s “Youth 
Movements”). Inside of five years Pflug- 
schaar, its one-time organ, declared that 
“that which still shows signs of life has 
but the convulsive twitchings of a dying 
, organism,” and the Reichsbote commented: 
“This was to be expected. These youth 
looked down on their elders and expected 
to accomplish what their elders were not 
able to accomplish.” There was indeed 
much that was fresh and attractive in 
this Jugendbewegung (“Youth Move- 
ment”), but nothing specifically Christian. 
It went the way predicted by our Lord: 
“Every plant, which my heavenly Father 
hath not planted, shall be rooted up” (Matt. 
15: 13). 

But the egotism of the German youth 
was modestly incarnate compared with that 
of these young Asiatics. One writes from 
Madras: “Youth will play the major part 
in establishing a universal religion. They 
inherit all the best in the world and have 
the power to erect a new civilization, avoid- 
ing the blunders of the past.. Their minds 
are at least not petrified by blind dogma.” 
“Youth must rise and take the world by 
the hand and say, This way,” writes the 
Tokyo lad, Shoji Kimura. Another Jap- 
anese who bears the Christian name of 
Paul and who writes from the Doshisha 
(Congregationalist) Mission College, says: 
“We are scientific-minded. Our perspec- 
tive is not refracted by prior experience. 
Consequently we can provide the vision for 
the new social order and draw blue prints 
for it. We have a superabundance of en- 
ergy with which to fire the crucible of 
modern events.” 

It is not strange that they indulge in 
these vaporings. It is the natural corollary 
to their doctrine of “the God within every 
man.” “One who knows himself knows 
his God,” says another. 

The Upanishads declare that, as cows of 
varied hues yield the same milk, so all 
religions lead to the same goal,—a meta- 
phor of greater simplicity than’ wisdom. 
It is werth noting that the prizes for one 
competition were distributed in Rockefeller’s 
International House, New York, where in 
every one of the eight hundred bedrooms 
is a composite Bible drawn from Buddha, 
Confucius, the Koran, and New Testament 
Scripture. A congenial place indeed! “Cre- 
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ate a universal Bible,” cry. these : youth, 
“based on the teaching of: all prophets, 
saints, and thinkers.” ‘Publish a Universal 
Holy Book,” writes a student in the Amer- 
ican (Presbyterian) Mission College in 
Beirut. “Make the remotest part of the 
world ring with the resonance of your 
message. Then will the breasts of the 
Magdalenes and prisoners swell up with 
bliss, hearts of criminals leap with joy, 
and the spiritually disturbed find peace.” 

They call for “World Mansions” in capi- 
tals of the nations as headquarters of a 
world religion. They would organize a 
Board of Missions to establish missions of 
the universal religion in all the cities of 
the world. They would hold religious world 
congresses, “an annual celebration, in the 
leading cities of the world, of a Pantheon 
of universal religion where all religions 
will gather together to sing one universal 
song of love, pray one universal prayer 
of love, worship one universal lord of love.” 
They would issue posters that would 
“scream out the necessity of religious unity 
among Hindus, Moslems, Buddhists, Chris- 
tians.” They would bore from within. “All 
religious institutions, churches, mosques, 
synagogues should be utilized for the real- 
ization of a universal religion.” 

That’s enough. This “movement” has 
already drowned itself in verbiage. We in 
America are not unfamiliar with that verbi- 
age. Miss Louise Pin Chang, first prize- 
winner, talks about “the Democracy of 
God,” phrase of Shailer Matthews’ inven- 
tion; others roll under their tongues Dr. 
Fosdick’s cherished word, “modern.” It 
is worth noting that sixty-eight of those 
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competing describe themselves as Christians, 
the next largest group to the eighty Hindus. 
Does not this mean that these young peo- 


ple have had their training in mission col- ~ 


leges? Can it be true that this verbiage 
is the religious colloquial in these colleges? 

They talk about “eliminating all evils,” 

“bringing in universal peace.” ‘We are 
masters of our own destinies,” says the 
aforesaid Louise Pin Chang. Dear chil- 
dren! Learn to forget your American 
teachers and guides. “What shall we do, 
that we might work the works of God?” 
they said to the Lord Jesus. “Jesus an- 
swered and said unto them, This is the 
work of God, that ye believe on him whom 
he hath sent.” These great world-encoth- 
passing ideals, which seem to you so simple 
in their accomplishment, will never be re- 
alized by men. When they come they will 
come as the gift of God. Talk less, talk 
not at all in this way. Learn humility. 
Seek the Spirit’s indwelling, and wait. Then 
there may come to you that which came 
to the great Pascal, something which you 
have not yet dreamed of and which is worth 
more than all else on earth, the direct 
knowledge of God. In his doublet, after 
his death, was found the record of his ex- 
perience in a few pregnant words. 

The year of grace 1654, Monday, Novem- 
ber 23rd: 

From half-past ten at night to about half- 
past twelve: 

Fire. Fire. Fire. 

God of Abraham, God of Isaac, God of 
Jacob, not of the philosophers and men of 
Science. 

Certainty, Certainty, Feeling, Joy, Peace. 

God of Jesus Christ. 

Joy, joy, joy, tears of joy. 
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NoTES ON OPEN LETTERS 








Idols—and Idols 


Some months ago we returned from the 
foreign field, bringing with us a number of 
brass idols of various sizes. These we have 
used at meetings and with visitors in our 
home to demonstrate what idolatry means. 


A short time since some Christian friends 
for whom we have the highest regard called 
our attention to the passage in Deuteronomy 
7:25, 26, saying they and others felt it 
strange that we should have these brass 
idols in our home. 


I am writing to ask your thought in this 
matter. God forbid that we should retain 
what might be a stumblingblock to others. 
Would you please express your belief as to 
whether our having these idols, as I have 
indicated, would be grieving the Holy Spirit. 
—A puzzled missionary. 

There is a fundamental difference be- 
tween returned missionaries having in their 
home, and showing in their meetings, idols 
from the heathen lands in which they have 
witnessed to Christ as the only Saviour, 
and the use or toleration of idols which 
God forbade to Israel in the promised land 
to which he brought them. The inhabitants 
of that land, the Canaanites, were debauched 
and godless idolaters, and God well knew 
that his chosen people Israel would be 
sorely tempted to embrace their heathen 
and idolatrous worship, as Israel later did. 
So God commanded, in the passage men- 
tioned by the missionary: “The graven 
images of their gods shall ye burn with 
fire: thou shalt not desire the silver or 


gold that is on them, nor take it unto 
thee, lest thou be snared therein: for it 
is an abomination to the Lord thy God. 
Neither shalt thou bring an abomination 
into thine house, lest thou be a cursed 
thing like it: but thou shalt utterly de- 
test it, and thou shalt utterly abhor it; for 
it is a cursed thing” (Deut. 7:25, 26). 

That passage in Deuteronomy has noth- 
ing to do with our duty as Christians in 
this age of grace. If it has, then if any 
servant of this missionary, or if any Chris- 
tian in any land, or if any member of the 
missionary’s family, ever gathered sticks to 
make a fire on the Sabbath day, the one 
so doing ought to be stoned to death; for 
that is plainly commanded in Numbers 15: 
32-36. 

Christians in this age of grace are to 
keep resolutely and sensitively from idol 
worship of any and every sort. “Little 
children, keep yourselves from idols,” is 
the pleading word of John at the end of 
his First Epistle. But the idol worship 
into which Christians can fall has nothing 
in common with what this consecrated and 
soul-winning missionary and her husband, 
both well known to THE SuNpDAy ScHOOL 
Times and the Christian world, have 
done in keeping and using in their Chris- 
tian home and Christian service such idols 
as they have brought from their foreign 
missionary field, which show the folly and 
sin of idolatry. 
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Finding blessing through similarities and contrasts 
in the eventful lives of two great prophets 


The Two Elijahs 


By R. Saillens 














of John the Baptist, “If ye are willing 

to receive it, this is Elijah, that is 
to come” (Matt. 11:14). The refer- 
ence is to the prophecy contained in Mal- 
achi 4:5, 6: “Behold, I will send you 
Elijah the prophet before the great and 
terrible day of Jehovah come. And he 
shall turn the heart of the fathers to the 
children, and the heart of the children to 
their fathers.’ The Angel Gabriel had 
quoted the same prophetic passage to Zach- 
arias when he appeared to him in the 
Temple and declared unto him that he 
would have a son (Luke 1:17). The 
devout Jews of our Lord’s time held the 
belief, founded on this prophecy, that Eli- 
jah would return and be reincarnate and 
so become the Forerunner of the Messiah 
(Matt. 17:10); and doubtless the ortho- 
dox Jew today still lives in expectation of 
this mysterious Elijah. 


David a Type of Christ 

The fulfillment of this prophecy .did not, 
however, necessitate the personal return 
of the prophet Elijah. As David and our 
Lord are two distinct persons, although 
the Son of David is mentioned in the Old 
Testament as though he were David him- 
self, so Elijah and John the Baptist are 
distinct persons, both inspired by the one 
Spirit. “They shall serve the Lord their 
God and David their king, whom I will 
raise up unto them” (Jer. 30:9). “I will 
set up one shepherd over them, and he 
shall feed them, even my servant David... 
I the Lord will be their God, and my 
servant David a prince among them” (Ezek, 
34: 23, 24). “Afterward shall the children 
of Israel return, and seek the Lord their 
God and David their king” (Hosea 3:5). 
In his sermon at Pentecost, Peter shows 
that the words of Psalm 110: 1, which seem 
to refer to David, can only be applied to 
Christ (Acts 2: 34). 

Although our Lord draws attention to 
Elijah in speaking of John, he states clearly 
that the first Elijah is not greater than 
the second— “Verily I say unto you, 
Among them that are born of women there 
hath not risen a greater than John the 
Baptist” (Matt. 11:11). None, not even 
Moses, could be considered greater than 
the Forerunner of the Christ; he was “more 
than a prophet,” and yet, “He that is but 
little in the kingdom of heaven is greater 
than he”! 

It is worth our while, therefore, to study 
these two lives, to note the characteristics 
they have in common, and the points in 
which they differ, to find out what was 
the spirit and the power which animated 
them, and how it is possible that “he that 
is but little’ in the New Covenant can be 
as great as these heroes of the Old; and 
this is what we propose to do with the 
help of the Holy Spirit of God. 

Let us note, first of all, what likeness 
there is between these two lives divided 


ike said to his disciples, speaking 


Most Bible students know that Elijah, 
one of the greatest of the Old Testa- 
ment prophets, and John the Baptist, 
the great New Testament prophet, 
were alike, but doubtless many could 
not explain the somewhat mysterious 
link between the two men. There are 
certain words in the Old Testament, 
for example, which led the Jews to 
believe that Elijah would be reincar- 
nated. What is the right interpreta- 
tion of these words? 


Pastor Saillens is the Director of the 
Bible Institute at Nogent-sur-Marne, 
near Paris, and is well known through- 
out Protestant Europe as a leading 
Bible teacher and writer. He has 
spoken at the great Keswick conven- 
tion in England, and in many Bible 
conferences in France, Switzerland, 
and Belgium. He was a warm per- 
sonal friend of Ralph Norton, the di- 
rector of the Belgian Gospel Mission. 
With this article Pastor Saillens begins 
a discerning study of Elijah and John 
the Baptist, explaining their relation- 
ship to one another, and pointing out 
in their life and work many rich spirit- 
ual lessons for us today. 








by an interval of nine centuries. Both 
appear to us fully equipped for their min- 
istry; we have no details of their child- 
hood, nor of their preparation. 

Elijah is called the Tishbite, and seems 
to have belonged to the tribe of Naphtali, 
but we know nothing of his family. 

John the Baptist came of a priestly line, 
but he never officiated as priest. Like 
Isaac, he was born when his mother was 
old; through his mother he was related to 
Mary, the mother of our Lord. Neither 
Elijah nor John was married. Both lived 
hermit lives in the desert. Both were ex- 
ceptional beings comparable to no man 
save each to the other. So much for the 
outward resemblance. 


Prophets in Times of Apostasy 


The inward likeness is striking. Both 
lived in times of religious decadence, Eli- 
jah in the kingdom of Israel under Ahab; 
John the Baptist under Herod and Pilate 
in Judea. Both were raised up of God 
to stem the rising tide of apostasy among 
their people. Both were “men of God” in 
the absolute sense of the word, they lived 
for him alone, and had their orders direct 
from him without reference to any political 
or religious authority. Both are pre-emi- 
nently prophets of righteousness. Both 
showed a courage amounting to heroism 
in somewhat similar circumstances: Elijah 
faced the fury of Ahab and Jezebel, and 
went-unquestioningly at the word of the 
Lord to say to the king who had murdered 
Naboth, “Hast thou killed, and also taken 
possession?” (In the Segond translation 
in French the words are more explicit: 
“Art thou not a murderer and a thief?”) 
“In the place where dogs licked the blood 
of Naboth shall dogs lick thy blood, even 
thine” (1 Kings 21:19). John the Bap- 


tist faced the wrath of Herod and the fierce 
hatred of Herodias and dared to condemn 
their flagrant sin. 

There is another less apparent analogy 
and yet one that has a deeper meaning. 
Elijah brought down fire from Heaven in 
answer to his fervent prayer upon an altar 
which he had prepared and upon a victim 
which had been offered there, after having 
poured water three times over both altar 
and sacrifice lest he should be accused of 
deceit. John saw the heavens open wher 
the holy Sacrifice, the Lamb of God, came 
up from the waters of the Jordan. But 
it was not a consuming fire that fell upon 
that living Sacrifice, but the Spirit of God 
in the form of a dove. It was not the 
voice of man that recognized and acclaimed 
the presence of God, it was the Father 
himself who proclaimed the deity of the 
Son: “This is my beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleased” (Matt. 3:17). The 
analogy is marked at this point by a con- 
trast: the fire fell from Heaven in answer 
to Elijah’s prayer; the dove came down 
from Heaven sent by the Father. 

Their Humility 

The deep humility of both men is worthy | 
of emphasis. Elijah, after the miracle on 
Mount Carmel, ran before Ahab’s chariot 
as the slaves ran before the equipage of 
their masters. John the Baptist, to whom 
God had revealed the knowledge that Jesus 
was the Christ, both King and Saviour, 
declares himself unworthy to unloose the 
latchet of His shoes; and when his disciples 
came to tell him how Jesus wrought many 
mighty works, he answered them in words 
that must always characterize the true 
servant of God: “He must increase, but 
I must decrease” (John 3:30). 

And lastly, one other similarity. In spite 
of the apparent conversion of the people 
after the great manifestation of God on 
Mount Carmel, Elijah went through a 
period of deep discouragement. He had 
hoped to win the people and the king him- 
self for the Lord. He had put to death 
the false prophets and had thus established 
the righteous claims of Jehovah and of the 
Law. And yet it seemed that all had been 
in vain. The rain made no impression upon 
the dryness of souls. Tracked by the im- 
placable hatred of Jezebel, Elijah fled to 
the desert, and there he requested for him- 
self that he might die, and said: “It is 
enough; now, O Lord, take away my life; 
for I am not better than my fathers” (1 
Kings 19:4), and he lay down and slept 
under a juniper tree from weariness and 
misery. Food provided by an angel gave 
him supernatural strength, so that he went 
in the strength of that meal forty days and 
forty nights, unto Horeb the Mount of God. 
There the Lord awaited him and said: 
“What doest thou here, Elijah?” and he 
answered twice with these words: “I have 
been very jealous for the Lord God of 

(Continued on page 480) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 


By Ernest Gordon 








patience with Ireland,” said Johri Wes- 

ley, “and she will yet repay you.” 
Mrs. Padraic Horan, an Irish woman who 
describes herself as “a bird escaped from 
the snare of the fowler,” has given us 
a vivid picture of how she was first inter- 
ested in the Gospel. A young Irish Re- 
publican soldier, who later became a pastor 
in the Episcopal Church, came into her home 
in 1922. He stood at the fire with a book 
in his hands. That book was the Bible. 
“No Bible had ever been in our house 
before. He read some passages from the 
New Testament to us. It was the Gospel 
message told in our home for the first 
time. ‘This Gospel had been the means of 
the conversion of the Republican soldier. 
He told us that he was raised from death 
to life and from hell to Heaven. He was 
born again of the Spirit from above. He 
was a new creature in Christ Jesus, ‘ran- 
somed, healed, restored, forgiven.’ That 
testimony and those words of Holy Scrip- 
ture were the means of changing my whole 
life.” 

Mrs. Horan describes the Irish people 
as “a virile folk with a zeal for God if 
only they had had given to them freely 
the heritage which belongs to them, as to 
all men, — the Book of God and the voice 
of some preacher with a great love in his 


Ti Glen of the Thrushes.—“ Have 


heart.” She tells of a glen not far from 
Dublin, Glenasmole, “the glen of the 
thrushes,” where a thousand thrushes sing. 


“It often comes to me that it needs but a 
touch from the hand of the great Master 
himself on the hearts of the people of Ire- 
land to make that whole dear land like 
unto Glenasmole. No more valiant and 
responsive hearts would follow the pilgrim 
way than they when once they had heard 
it, nor are there any who would sing the 
songs of Zion with greater joy.” 


The Listening Multitudes.— Numbers of 
Wesleyan ministers in the spirit of Wesley 
are taking the Gospel out into the open 
air in Ireland. The results are coming. 
“We have seen an eagerness and felt a 
devoutness in many of the fairs during the 
past year that our early leaders never an- 
ticipated. I believe that many of our fel- 
low countrymen would sooner listen to the 
oft-repeated story of the cross than to any 
other theme that might be presented in 
the market places,” is the well considered 
judgment of the Rev. William Hutchinson, 
superintendent of Open-Air Work. Mr. 
McIntyre speaks of a great hunger of heart. 
At the many fairs visited there has been 
almost uniformly respect and sympathetic 
interest. Mr. Megahey, surprised at the 
attentive and reverent listening, says: “It 
is plain that in this country of unrest and 
uncertainties men’s hearts are seeking real- 
ities. which. we, with the Gospel of grace, 
can offer. In the Waterford-Tullamore 
district 155 Methodist ministers took part 
in the open-air preaching. Meetings were 
held in all kinds of weather — sometimes 


during warm sunshine and sometimes be- 
tween showers of sleet. On occasions the 
people showed reluctance to disperse when 
the meeting ended. On at least one occa- 
sion the Guards requested the preachers 
to invite the crowd to come nearer so as 
to avoid blocking the thoroughfare. The 
singing of Gospel hymns has proved an un- 
failing attraction. Such hymns are used 
as: ‘Wonderful words of life,” ‘When I 
survey the wondrous cross,’ ‘Beneath the 
cross of Jesus,’ ‘I heard the voice of Jesus 
say,’ ‘Jesus, keep me near the cross.’” 

“I feel constrained to write you about 

the extraordinary meeting we had in M. 
this morning,” writes Mr. Parker. “It was 
a bright day with warm sunshine. The 
three-part singing of ‘Jesus, keep me near 
the cross’ drew a large crowd who stood 
in a semicircle at least four deep.. There 
was perfect silence and attention.” 
“ Mr. Jameson writes: “I have been 
staggered by the size of the crowds who 
listen to the Gospel in the fairs. In com- 
puting figures I have always been inclined 
to think that enthusiasts were seeing double. 
But here I find a crowd of at least 300 
people gathered around us in a ring while 
many more remain in the background but 
within hearing distance. I have never seen 
anything like it in open-air work. It is 
noticeable that the same folk attend month 
after month and often take up the same 
position in the ring. Surely it is not out 
of curiosity they come. We have had nath- 
ing approaching an interruption. Quietly 
and attentively they listen. When the An- 
gelus rings we bow together in a silence 
that is very impressive.” 

And Mr. Montgomery writes from the 
Clones Area: “The men who do open-air 





A Tibetan Newspaper 





Walther Asboe, Moravian mis- 
sionary to the Tibetans, publishes 
what is reported to be the only 
Tibetan newspaper in existence. 
The subscribers are chiefly lamas 
who alone among the Tibetans 
know how to read. But when their 
paper arrives they summon all and 
sundry to listen to the reading and 
in this way a message is carried to 
many thousands. 











work here are of one mind, — that a great 
door has opened to us. As yet we cannot 
say a great door and effectual, for the re- 
sults of our labors are hidden from us. 
But everywhere we go we are permitted 
to have the joy of sowing the seed of the 
Kingdom in a field that, to all appearances, 
is good soil. How frequently do we return 
from the fairs with the one question in our 
minds, ‘What will the harvest be?? Week 


by week we have congregations of people 
with obviously open minds and hungry 
hearts. They will stand on the street lis- 
tening. thoughtfully for the duration of three 
addresses. Again and again when we con- 
cluded our meetings we had to leave there 
a large gathering of reverent hearers. The 
work is a great joy to us.” 

Others write: “A big crowd and a 
blessed time,” or, “A common experience 
now is for three speakers to exhaust their 
powers of physical endurance and depart, 
leaving a thoughtful and reverent congre- 
gation of large dimensions.” “Quite a 
number of people joined in the singing of 
the hymns.” 

During the past eleven years Irish Meth- 
odist colporteurs alone have sold 405,000 
copies of Scriptures, an amazing number 


for this single church, and other churches 


have done proportionately as well. 


The Right-About-Face of a French 
Journalist.—M. Gustave Hervé in his La 
Guerre sociale used to say, “I know no 
Father in Heaven; I know only suffering 
brothers on earth.” Le Christianisme 
quotes a recent utterance of his in La 
Victoire,—an Easter utterance. “What! 
Can men find a material and mechanical 
explanation of the universe reasonable? 
That this world of marvels made itself! 
And we, we who, believe in God, do we find 
it unreasonable that the all powerful Spirit 
who created Heaven and earth, life and 
light, should be able to awake a dead body, 
able to promise the resurrection of the 
body and life eternal? On this Easter day, 
1936, anniversary of the day in which Jesus 
arose, I believe with Christ, with the 
apostles, with the humble in heart, who 
for twenty centuries have fed on the evan- 
gelical Word, I believe in the resurrection !” 


Corroboration of Bible Truth.—Impor- 
tant manuscripts of Paul’s Epistles, dat- 
ing from the third century A. D., have 
lately been found in the British Museum. 
Professor Dibelius says of this find: “That 
which has already been published, coming 
from nine of Paul’s letters, proves that 
the text of our New Testaments in their 
Pauline portions is by no means as de- 
fective as a skeptical criticism would insist. 
The sequence of the Pauline Epistles is 
the same. Many details from the new 
manuscripts will oblige criticism to revise 
its conclusions.” 

The famine or “great dearth,” prophe- 
sied by Agabus and “which came to pass 
in the days of Claudius Cesar” (Acts 11: 
28), is witnessed to by recent papyri from 
Tebtunis, according to a note in The Har- 
vard Theological Review. In August, 
September, and November of the year A. D. 
45 the price of grain, as recorded in the 
Tebtunis papyri, was- more than twice as 
high as any other recorded price in the 
Roman period before the reign of Ves- 
pasian. Unusual distress is indicated by 
the fact that about one-sixth of the docu- 
ments in these papyri indicate indebtedness 
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on the part of the inhabitants of Tebtunis. ] Aedge of vivid crotons and lined with beds 


The rather large contracts for the nursing 
of slave children seems to i 
unusually large number of c 


care for them. 

During the reign of Claudius the high- 
est level of water in the Nile which Pliny 
ever recorded (18 cubits) took place, caus- 
ing floods and small crops, for, according 
to Pliny, a famine occurred whenever the 
Con- 
temporary with the Egyptian famine was 
the great Judean famine of which Josephus 
speaks. Helena, queen of Adiabene, vis- 
ited Jerusalem, and seeing many people 
dying, because there was no food, arranged 
for its importation from without. The 
general famine under Claudius, therefore, 
consisted in the general high price of wheat 
throughout the Roman world, caused prob- 
ably by the conjunction of the Egyptian 
and Syrian famines. Egypt was the gran- 
ary of the Roman Empire, and any scarcity 
there meant distress in the whole Mediter- 
ranean world. 


The reliability of the New Testament 
is affirmed on many grounds by Dr. Henry 
Guppy, the learned librarian of the John 
Rylands Library, Manchester, England. 
Writing in The Methodist Recorder he 
says: 

“One of the strongest arguments for 
the genuineness of the books of the New 
Testament is that they were read over 
three-quarters of the then known world, 
while secular writings were usually limited 
to one nation or one country. 

“Another argument is that an uninter- 
rupted succession of writers from apostolic 
times to the present day, friends and ene- 
mies alike, either quote the sacred writings 
or make allusion to them. That cannot 
be said of the best of the classical authors. 
To prove the New Testament writings to 
be a forgery would be to establish a con- 
spiracy on an unparalleled scale, involving 
the co-operation of men of alien nation- 
ality, alien sentiments, alien language, and 
often alien sympathies. 

“The genuineness of the books of the 
New Testament is far more decisively cor- 
roborated than is the genuineness of any 
of the classical authors, the validity of 
which is never called in question. All the 
works of classical antiquity depend on 
manuscripts written long after their com- 
position. The earliest manuscript of Virgil 
was written 350 years after his death, of 
Livy 500, of Horace 900, of Plato 1300, 
and of Euripides 1600. On the other hand, 
the great vellum codices of the New Testa- 
ment, the Codex Vaticanus and the Codex 
Sinaiticus were written some 250 years 
after the date when the Gospels were 
actually composed. And that is not all, for 
within the last five years fragments of 
papyrus manuscripts of the Gospels and 
Epistles have been discovered which reduce 
that interval by 150 years and place the 
New Testament writings in an even more 
favorable position.” 


A story of profound transformations 
comes from the Kwato Mission in New 
Guinea. “I remember,” writes one of the 
missionaries, “the dirt, filth, disease, and 
dying population in the village of Leileifa. 
This evening we entered it by a wide, well 
kept road, bordered on either side with a 


of flowers of every color. A rousing wel- 


from a long line of men, 


neRE GE OARS. FTA srce all clean and devoid 


exposed by parents who were Eadat# Ito oof, arniiétsSand other decorations. 


Their 

hair was neatly combed, and the women 

and girls wore clean, fresh, grass skirts. 

As we reached them they broke out into a 

chorus : 

He = me out of the pit and from the miry 
Clay, 

He set my feet on a rock, establishing my way, 

He put a song in my mouth, my God to 
magnify, 

And he’ll take me some glad day to his 
glorious home on high. 


“Before we had a chance to say anything 
a man stood and led in prayer. I thought 
that this must be the Christian section of 
the village, but learned that the whole 
village belonged to God. 

“At nine o’clock a conch shell blew and 
instant quiet prevailed. This was the cur- 
few. At daybreak there was another conch 
signal and men and women could be seen 


. trooping to their respective pools for the 


morning bath. Another horn blew a half 
hour later for the quiet time, and one 
noticed silent figures under trees and by 
streams, meeting with God. In the old 





A Treasured 
New Testament 








After the death of the German 
Baltic pastor, Dr. Schabert, says 
the Evangelische Pressedienst, the 
Wiirttemburg Bible Society re- 
ceived the small New Testament 
which he always used. On the top, 
right-hand corner of the title page 
can be seen the stamp of the five- 
pointed Soviet star with the inscrip- 
tion in Lettish: “ Proletarians of 
all countries, unite. Government 
Prison at Riga.” This stamp was 
put on the book in 1919 when Pas- 
tor Schabert, with many other pas- 
tors and church members, was put 
in prison in Riga. It was found 
at one of the shameful inspections. 
When Schabert struggled to retain 
it it was finally thrown at him with 
the words, “Take the trash,” but 
he insisted that it be stamped with 
the prison stamp so that it could 
not again be taken from him. This 
was done, and so it came about that 
a Bolshevist stamp was placed on 
the title and other pages of a New 
‘Testament. 











days there was much repulsive disease and 
awiul ulcers, but not so longer. 

“Such villages are living epistles known 
and read of all men. Not uncommonly a 
stranger will come to a missionary home in 
Papua with the remark: ‘I have heard 
that you live a Christian life. I want to 
stay with you a few days to witness it.’” 

And the work is ever spreading. The 
last report of the Kwato Mission tells of 
the evangelist Davida and his preliminaries 
to preaching. Going into a heathen village 
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he is overpowered with the prevailing filth. 
His first act, then, is to line up all the 
children and march them off to a clear 
mountain stream where he scrubs them 
thoroughly with a cocoanut brush. Next 
he puts the men through a similar launder- 
ing. The women are doubtless advised to 
a like course. Then his audience being 
outwardly clean he proceeds to preach a 
cleansing Gospel for the inner man. 

Mention is made of the tidal wave of 
friends who gathered at the Mission to 
celebrate Christmas. Among them were 
six chiefs of the Dorevaidi and Keveri, all 
ex-murderers, “I was thrilled by the num- 
ber of races represented, once bitterly an- 
tagonistic, British Suau and Tavara from 
Buhutu and the Dimumuga hills and from 
the Gulf of Papua, and our hook-nosed 
western friends from the Fly River, and 
now Dorevaidis and Keveris on whom the 
light has just dawned. A group of heathen 
were asked by some thoughtless person to 
give the Keveri war-cry. It was a blood- 
curdling yell which rose in climax and then 
passed into the distance. A moment of 
silence and then the Kwato Mission choir, 
which happened to be near, burst out with 
Gounod’s, ‘Send out thy light and thy 
truth, let them lead me.’ They had been 
recently practicing this anthem.” 


The Goddess of Smallpox.—Almost in- 
credible is that which Mrs. McKelvey 
writes in World Dominion regarding the 
smallpox cult in India. Hinduism has made 
of this repulsive disease a goddess, Sitla 
Dewi, whom it declares adshakt (‘almighty 
from the beginning’), not a created thing 
but one with the Creator and to be ac- 
counted God. Further, Hindus believe that 
one sick with the small pox has this god- 
dess incarnate in him and is to be wor- 
shiped. Such a one, taken sick, is removed 
to a house apart, the walls and floors of 
which are whitewashed with holy cow 
manure. He is addressed as Maharani 
(“Great Queen”), as if this goddess alone 
lived in his mortal frame and, if he dies, 
he is not burned as others, to be absorbed 
by the purifying flame into the eternal 
Brahm, but is laid in earth since Sitla Dewi, 
the smallpox goddess, has made her abode 
with him. 

“At times one sick with smallpox is car- 
ried about in a palanquin to be worshipéd. 
It is the smallpox goddess taking the air. 
In the person of this infected-one she is 
borne up and down a city into every high- 
way and byway, to be worshiped by all 
and sundry. The terrible infection from 
discharging sores is carried by wind and 
flies to all bystanders. 

“Tt is not merely filth and ignorance and 
infection and darkness and poverty that 
fight the stamping out of smallpox in In- 
dia, but Hinduism,” concludes Mrs. Mc- 
Kelvey. “Smallpox is religion. Smallpox 
is holy. Smallpox is God. Until the 
stranglehold of Hinduism is loosened by 
Christ there is no hope of freeing India 
from its greatest scourge.” 

One can readily believe that Mr. Rocke- 
feller’s medical workers on the East River 
(at the Institute for Medical Research) 
might have a different feeling regarding 
Hinduism from that which his religious 
representatives on the North River have. 

The young women in International House 
might well heed the recent words of Lady 
Hosie, the daughter of Professor W. E. 
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Soothill, Professor of Chinese in Oxford. 
She contrasts the attitude of our Lord 
toward women with that of the ethnic 
religions. “There is no religion,” she says, 
“that seeks to win women to hope and 
service save the religion of the Lord Jesus. 
Gautama Buddha left his wife and baby 
son in order to seek relief from life’s emo- 
tions and did not want women as followers. 
Mohammed, on the other hand, allows a 
man to marry four wives and Islam denies 
a soul to women. The Confucianist ad- 
vises a man to talk and consult with his 
brothers rather than with his wife. But 
our dear Lord, when he made his two 
missionary journeys, first to the coasts of 
Tyre and then through Samaria, spake each 
time particularly and illuminatingly with a 


woman. That surely makes us pause and 
think.” 


An Awakening in Central Europe.— 
Bessarabia, the garden of Russia, is now 
a part of Roumania, and the Gospel has 
free course there. The awakening began 
in 1917, and on January 1, 1918, when it 
was preached in the streets of Kishinev 
the throng was so great that traffic had 
to be suspended. In 1921 the Bessarabian 
Baptist Union was organized. The church 
in Kishinevy has as its pastor and first 
deacon respectively, a son of a Greek Or- 
thodox priest and a prominent singer in 
the Orthodox Cathedral. In ten years this 
movement has grown to 238 organized 
churches with nearly 10,000 members and 
172 Sunday schools with 3,520 children. 
Seventy-eight of the churches have their 
own buildings. Money is raised by hiring 
land, planting sunflower seed, corn, beans, 
sugar-beets, and applying the proceeds to 
church building. The entire membership 
works in these church fields. 

These Bessarabian Baptists have taken 
the first step in foreign missions, provid- 
ing a part of the support of a native worker 
in Africa. 


“Federal Favor for Fetishism” is the 
title of an article in The Missionary Review 
by Mrs. F. W. Seymour, attorney-at-law 
and for twenty-five years active in work 
for American Indians. She charges the 
present administration of the Indian Bureau 
with deliberately fostering and encourag- 
ing the ceremonials and abominations of 
heathenism. Government employees are 
warned to maintain “an appreciative atti- 
tude” toward native religions. On April 
30 Secretary Ickes threatened with dis- 
missal any employee of the Indian Bureau 
who should oppose the new policy of giving 
the Indians “opportunity to develop their 
own culture.” 

“We white people have nothing to give 
you Indians,” the Navajos were informed 
at a council last summer. Missionaries and 
employees heard this from the lips of a 
man pledged to carry on the government’s 
work among the Indian tribes. “Our cul- 
ture is a disintegrating thing. Yours is 
an integrated culture. You must do your 
best to preserve it.” 

The rule has been adopted that Indian 
school children shall converse in their own 


tribal language. This of course reduces 
their facility in English and breaks the 
influence of the teachers to a certain ex- 
tent, widening the gap between the races. 
In the new day schools there are no teachers 
to whom English is the native tongue. The 
amusing thing is that the Navajes are up 
in arms against the theoreticians, demand- 
ing tnat their children be given full Eng- 
lish training. 

Missionaries write: » “The work is get- 
ting very hard. Paganism is on the in- 
crease. The children are being taught the 
pagan dances and ritual and taken to dis- 
tant cities to exhibit them. Drunkenness 
is becsming a menace.” The government 
medical: service is being forced to co-oper- 
ate with the local medicine men, ‘ignorant 
and filthy swindlers. 
the removal of a patient from the hospital 
at a critical period. He may then be the 
subject of a bear-dance or a four-days’ sing 
in a tepee crowded with Indians. These 
last are of course in danger of taking any 
contagious sickness the patient may have. 
Mrs. Seymour mentions certain of these 
native treatments, — beating a little girl’s 
tubercular spine and in one case attempt- 
ing a major operation with a piece of a 
broken bottle. 

Where the impulse to this folly comes 
from is not stated. We are living under 
a government of professors for the first 
time in our national history, and the re- 
sults are not reassuring. ‘They_seem to 
reflect the paganism of our universities. 
Perhaps this may be a first crop of the 
seed-sowing of the Rockefeller-Hocking 
Commission which planned “co-operation” 
with the heathenism of Asia. 

One may report in this connection a 
recent case. An Indian woman living in 
one of the New Mexico pueblos was given 
a Bible. By the study of the Scriptures 
she was led to embrace the Christian re- 
ligion. When news of this reached the 
governor of this pueblo he brought her 
case before his council. The woman ap- 
peared with her Bible and told the elders 
that she believed in its teachings. Firm in 
her refusal to renounce her new-found faith 
she was sentenced to a public whipping. 


Brief Notes.—The evangelical movement 
in Austria continues, though now much in 
the dark because of persecution. Conse- 
quently, in many places parishes of Ge- 
heimprotestanten (“secret Protestants’) 
are being formed of those who have broken 
with Catholicism “but belong really to 
us.” .. . Mention is made by Agnes Scott 
Kent of the chief rabbi of a certain He- 
brew synagogue in Germany who is now 
telling his people to read the New Testa- 
ment and to accept Jesus Christ as their 
Messiah. ... Mr. De Roos tells of a group 
ef Mexico City slum workers, young peo- 
ple on fire for God, whom he is supplying 
with a large shipment of Scripture por- 
tions. These they are to use in house to 
house evangelism. “Pray for these eight 
consecr*ted workers. We hope to furnish 
them a hall in the vilest slum of the city.” 
. .. The long established French Protes- 
tant mission to the Basutos of South Af- 


This often means . 
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rica has been having large recent acces- 
sions. In 1935 there were over 7,000 
conversions. This people now have their 
own presses, own publications, their own 
great national and racial gatherings. ... 
Pastor Dolan, erstwhile Communist, is 
now a Methodist preacher. He was brought 
up a Roman Catholic, imbibed revolution- 
ary teaching during his sailor’s life, served 
terms in.many prisons for Communist ac- 
tivities, was a member of an organization 
formed for the assassination of various 
personalities in different parts of the world, 
and in general was a stormy petrel in the 
world of violent politics, He was con- 
verted in the Methodist Central Hall in 
Edinburgh into which he strayed after a 
term in an Edinburgh prison. . . . Jesuits 
Seeking the Jews.—The Roman Catholic: 
Church in Austria is actively engaged in 
mission work among Jews and in Buda- 
pest Jesuits are holding public meetings 
for them. The Chief Rabbi of Budapest 
has recently paid a visit to the Vatican. 
. . . Dr. Louis Bristow, Superintendent 
of the Baptist Hospital in New Orleans, 
was asked to go to the City of Mexico 
by the Mexican authorities to deliver the 
principal address at the opening of a large 
new hospital. . . . The International Bible 
Reading Association (not a Russellite or- 
ganization) in Poland is led by Dr. Mar- 
tin Price, for eleven years a medical mis- 


sionary in India, but now laboring in. 


Poland. Its numbers are growing, and its 
notes have been translated into Ukrainian 
for the benefit of Russian refugees. At 
the annual conference of the Slavic Evan- 
gelical Union at Kowel such crowds came 
that the seats were removed in order to 
pack in those who were ready to stand for 
heurs to listen to the Word of life. ... 
The Moravian Mission in Nicaraugua has 
a community of 13,000 Christians with 
schools and philanthropic institutions, It 
is still expanding and has overflowed into 
the neighboring republic of Honduras. .. . 
A firm of Chinese cracker makers, whose 
product goes over the whole Far East, 
insert in every container, with the biscuits, 
a slip on which is printed in Chinese, Eng- 
lish, Javanese, and Malay: “Jesus said 
unto them, I am the bread of life: he that 
cometh to me shall never hunger; and he 
that believeth on me shall never thirst 
(John 6:35).” ... The Old Testament 
is now taught in all Hebrew-speaking 
schools in Palestine, and the coming gen- 
eration will have a much better knowl- 
edge of Scripture than its predecessor.. The 
Bible ‘House in Jerusalem circulated 9,857 
copies of Hebrew Scripture (Old and New 
Testaments) in 1934. ... Dr. Daniel La- 
mont, coming Moderator of the Church 
of Scotland, is Professor of Apologetics 
in New College, Edinburgh, and known for 


his mastery of mathematics and philos-- 


ephy, his loyalty to the evangelical faith, 
and his powerful exposure of the sophis- 
tries of so-called Modernism. 


ve 


“O my God, my soul is cast down within 
me: therefore will I remember thee.” Here 
where deep calleth unto deep, and the noise 
of the waterspouts, those cataracts of trou- 
ble, deafens me, here just where I am, from 
the land of fear, the land of suspense, will 


I remember thee. - And instantly the Lord - 


commands his lovingkindness—Amy Car- 
michael. 
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LESSON 4. JULY 26. CHRISTIANITY SPREAD BY PERSECUTION 


International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 7:54 to 8:4; 11:19-21; 26:9-11; 1 Peter 4:12-19; 
printed text, Acts 7:59 to 8:4; 1 Peter 4:12-19 


Golden Text.—Be thou faithful unto death, and | will give thee a crown of life.-—Rev. 2:10c 











The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 


for printing in the lesson helps is Acts 7 : 59 to 8:4; « Peter 4: 12-19 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Acts 7:59 And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, 
Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. 

60 And he kneeled down, and cried: with a loud voice, Lord, lay 
not this sin to their charge. And when he had said this, he fell asleep. 

8:1 And saul was consenting unto his death. And at that time 
there was a great persecution against the church which was at Jeru- 
salem; and they were all scattered abroad throughout the regions 
of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 

*2 And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and made great 
lamentation over him. ; 

3 As for Saul, he made havock of the church, entering into 
every house, and haling men and women committed them to prison. 

4 Therefore they that were scattered abroad went every where 
preaching the word. 


1 Peter 4:12 Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery 
trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened 
unto you: 

13 But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings ; 
that, when his glory shall be revealed ye may be glad also with 
exceeding joy. ‘ 

14 If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for 
the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you: on their part he 
is evil spoken of, but on your part he is glorified. 

15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as 
an evildoer, or as a busybody in other men’s matters. 

16 Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; 
but let him glorify God on this behalf. 

17 For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house 
of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them 
that obey not the gospel of God? 

18 And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly 
and the sinner appear? 

19 Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of God 
commit the keeping of their souls to him in well doing, as unto a 
faithful Creator. 


& * 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D, 
President Columbia Bible College 





AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Acts 7:59 And they stoned Stephen, calling upon the Lord, and 
saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. 60 And he kneeled down, 
and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. 
And when he had said this, he fell asleep. 8:1 And Saul was con- 
senting unto his death. 

And there arose on that day a great persecution against the 
church which was in Jerusalem; and they were all scattered 
abroad throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the 
apostles. 2 And devout men buried Stephen, and made great 
lamentation over him. 3 But Saul laid waste the church, enter- 
ing into every house, and dragging men and women committed 
them to prison. 

4 They therefore that were scattered abroad went about preaching 
the word. 


1 Peter 4: 12 Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial 
among you, which cometh upon you to prove you, as though a strange 
thing happened unto you: 13 but insomuch as ye are partakers of 
Christ’s sufferings, rejoice; that at the revelation of his glory also 
ye may rejoice with exceeding joy. 14 If ye are reproached + for 
the name of Christ, blessed are ye; because the Spirit of glory and 
the Spirit of God resteth upon you. 15 For let none of you suffer 
as a murderer, or a thief, or an evildoer, or as a meddler in other 
men’s matters: 16 but if a man suffer as a Christian, let him not 
be ashamed; but let him glorify God in this name. 17 For the time 
is come for judgment to begin at the house of God: and if it begin 
first at us, what shall be the end of them that obey not the ? gospel 
of God? 18 And if the righteous is scarcely saved, where shall the 
ungodly and sinner appear? 19 Wherefore let them also that suffer 
according to the will of God commit their souls in well-doing unto 
a faithful Creator. 

1Gr., in. *Gr., good tidings. 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform Sunday 
School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the International 
Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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without holding trial or turning him over Acts 8: 1.—Saul was consenting unto his 
to the Romans. Accounts of how the Jews death, Active approval, not passive con- 
carried out execution by stoning vary; senting (7:58). A great persecution. 





Approach to the Lesson 


6¢— WOULD like very much to be filled 

with the Spirit as Peter was, and 

preach so that three thousand would 
get converted.” This was a remark spoken 
somewhat flippantly by a minister to a friend 
who had just preached an earnest sermon 
on the fullness of the Spirit. His friend 
answered: ‘Would you be willing to be 
filled with the Spirit as Stephen was, and 
be stoned to death?” The first miracle 
in the early church led to the conversion 
of many. But the first martyrdom led to 
consequences beyond all reckoning. For 
the persecution that arose concerning 
Stephen led directly to the taking of the 
Gospel to the Gentiles, and the forming of 
the first Gentile church. Stephen was the 
forerunner of Paul. 


The Historical Setting 

The martyrdom of Stephen probably oc- 
curred about three years after Pentecost, 
in A. D. 33, though some put it in A, D. 
35. The events in the eleventh chapter of 
Acts occurred several years later; Paul’s 
defense before Agrippa, about A. D. 509. 


Verse by Verse 


Acts 7:59.—And they stoned Stephen. 
In uncontrollable rage they took him out 
of the city and illegally put him ‘to death, 


usually a large stone was first cast by one 
or by all the witnesses, upon the heart, 
and then others joined in the stoning 
(Deut. 17:7). Calling upon God. The 
name “God” is not in the text; the words 
mean invoking the Lord Jesus in worship 
and prayer. Lord Jesus. Indicating that 
the early Christians worshiped Jesus Christ 
as God, and that they prayed directly to 
him (Acts 9:4). Receive my spirit. Even 
as Jesus prayed the Father when dying 
(Luke 23:46). Another proof that Jesus 
is God, also proof of continued conscious- 
ness after death (Phil. 1: 23). 


Verse 60.—He kneeled down. Only once 
in the Gospels is the expression used with 
regard to prayer, of our Lord in Gethsemane 
(Luke 22: 41; cf. Acts 9:40; 20:36; 21: 
5; Eph. 3:14). Cried with a loud voice, 
Also like his Lord (Luke 23:46). Lord, 
lay not this sin to their charge (cf. Luke 
23:34). The Holy Spirit in Stephen was 
taking the things of Christ and manifesting 
them through the Spirit-filled disciple. He 
fell asleep. A _ beautiful expression for 
death (Matt. 9:24; Mark 5:39; John 11: 
11; I Cor, 15: 20, 51; 1 Thess, 4:14), but 
more than a beautiful figure. It refers 
to the body, not to the spirit which goes 
to be with Jesus. Christ’s death, never 
spoken of as sleep (1 Cor.. 15:3; cf. 1 Cor. 
15:6), took the sting out of death; Jesus 
laid the body to rest and will raise it again. 


Stephen’s death was apparently ignored by 
the Roman authorities and this emboldened 
the Jews. All scattered abroad. That is, 
the leading Christians and preachers (Matt. 
10: 23). Doubtless many remained, and 
others may have returned within a short 
time (Acts 9: 26-30). The regions of 
Judea and Samaria (Acts 1:8). Except 
the apostles. They remained at the post 
of duty to care for the church. 


Verse 3.—As for Saul. How dramatic- 
ally and vitally he is linked with this 
first martyrdom! He made havock of the 
church. Thinking he was doing God's 
service (Acts 22: 4, 20; 26:10; & Cor. 15: 
QO: % Tim, Fs 52). 


1 Peter 4:12.—The fiery trial which is 
to try you. They were then in the midst 
of suffering, which was permitted by God 
for his blessed purpose of testing and prov- 
ing (1:6). 

Verse 13.—Partakers of Christ’s suffer- 
ings... his glory. The keynote of Peter’s 
letter is the suffering and glory of Christ, 
and our suffering now and future glory (2 
Cor. 4:10; Phil. 3:10; Col. 1:24; Heb. 
1:13; Matt. 16:27; 19:28; 24:30; 25: 
31). 

Verse 14.—The spirit of glory and of 
God. The Holy Spirit (Jas. 2:1; Heb. 
II: 26). 

Verse 17.—The time is come that judg- 
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ment must begin at the house of God. There 
are special crises of judgment, like the 
destruction of Jerusalem, which are fore- 
shadowings of the final judgment. These 
judgments on God’s enemies are preceded 
by sufferings of believers (cf. Isa. 10: 12; 
Ezek. 9:6; Jer. 25:29; Amos 3:2). This 
judgment has to do primarily with pun- 
ishment for unfaithfulness, and not with 
fellowshiping in the sufferings of Christ, 
though they are closely related, since, even 
the best Christians need chastening (2 Cor. 
2:15, 16; 2 Thess. 1: 4-9). The warning 
here is that these Christians should not 
suffer as evildoers (v. 15). Then they 
must suffer judgment, which, in case they 
are really saved, will mean suffering loss 
and salvation as through fire (1 Cor. 3: 
12-15). If he is a mere professor, then he 
will be condemned with the wicked. 


Verse 18.—If the righteous scarcely be 
saved. Saved with difficulty. A quotation 
from the Septuagint of Proverbs 11: 31. 
This has not to do with the certainty of 
the salvation of those who are in Christ, 
nor with the truth that salvation is by grace 
through faith. It emphasizes the reality 
of judgment, and that it takes the mighty 
power of God to bring salvation and de- 
liverance (cf. 2 Pet. 2: 6-9). 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Stephen, the first martyr, the faithful 
witness, is an example for all the witnesses 
that follow, until Christ comes. He is an 
example because of his identification with 
Christ, who is really the first martyr. The 
Lord Jesus himself is “the faithful wit- 
ness,” or “martyr” (Rev. 1:5; 3:14). The 
Spirit took the things of Christ and made 
them real to Stephen. The glory of the 
face of his Lord was reflected in the face 
of Stephen. , As God ordained the death of 
Christ for the salvation of the world, so 
he Ordained all the sufferings that fol- 
lowed to result in the present spread of 
the Gospel, and in future glory. God 
changes the crown of death into the crown 
of life. Ambassadors are guaranteed pro- 
tection by their country. The ambassadors 
of the King of kings are guaranteed per- 
secution. But he who-stands at the right 
hand of power, to welcome his martyr 
Stephen, is not suffering a hair of their 
heads to perish (Luke 21:18). Moreover, 
that Lord at the right hand of glory is 
suffering with his people (Acts 9:4). In 
suffering and in glory we are one with our 
Saviour, 


Lesson Outlines 
FoLttow STEPHEN 


1. In present suffering and victory. (1) 
His personal character. (2) Service in 
temporal things. (3) Witnessing. (4) 
Persecution. (5) Spread of Gospel. 

2. In future glory. (1) His triumphant 
death. (2) Presence with the Lord. (3) 
Continuance of witness on earth. (4) 
Final glory at Christ’s coming. 


SUFFERING AS CHRISTIANS 
1. Called to tribulation. 
2. Rejoicing in tribulation. 
3. Results of tribulation. 
Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Deacon Stephen. “Stephen” means 
“crowned.” How fitting! This Greek 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


4. July 26.—Christianity Spread by Perse- 

cution. Acts 7:54 to 8:4; 11: 19-21; 
26: 9-11; 1 Peter 4: 12-19 

5. August 2.—Philip’s Missionary Labors. 
Acts 8 : 5-40 

6. August 9.—Saul Converted and Com- 

missioned. Acts 9:1-31; 22: 3-21; 
Galatians 1 : 11-17; 1 Timothy 1 : 12-17 

gy. August 16.—Sowing and Reaping (Tem- 
perance Lesson) ...‘...... Galatians 6 : 1-10 

& August 22.—The Gospel for All Men. 
Acts 10:1 to 11 : 18; Romans 1 : 13-37 

9. August 30.—Beginning of World Mis- 
eer Acts 11 : 19-26; 13: 1-12 

10. September 6.—Turning to the Gentiles. 
Acts 13 : 13 to 14:28; Romans 10 : 8-15 

11, September 13.—The Council in Jerusa- 
eee cowie. 06 Acts 15 : 1-35; Galatians 2 
12, September 20.—Christian Living...Romans 12 

13. September 27.—Review: The Spread of 

Christianity in Western Asia. 








name, and the fact that he was chosen 
as one of the deacons who looked after the 
Grecian Jews, would indicate that he him- 
self was a Grecian Jew. Stephen was “full 
of grace and power,” full also of “faith and 
of the Holy Spirit,” full of love and for- 
giveness, and so much like his Lord. 
Stephen stands also as a crowning example 
for deacons, and others who care for the 
so-called secular affairs. 


Persecutions in Church History. The 
persecutions recorded in Acts under the 
Jewish leaders were succeeded by the per- 
secutions of the Roman empire in apos- 
tolic days, especially under Nero in 64 
and Domitian in 95. This period was fol- 
lowed by a series of persecutions under the 
Roman emperors, the most severe being in 
250 under Decius, and in 300 under Diocle- 
tian. Persecutions ceased when Christian- 
ity was made the religion of the empire 
under Constantine; it was renewed when 
the faith was vital, coming to a terrific 
climax in connection with the reformation, 
when the persecutors were those who 
claimed to be Christians. 


Persecution and Revival Today. In 
Russia thirty thousand have been martyred 
in recent years because of their faith, ac- 
cording to N. I. Saloff Astakhoff, an evan- 
gelist who went through the fires of Rus- 
sia’s revolution. This may be the 
forerunner of world-wide persecution. If 
so, it will go along with world-wide re- 
vival; for the suffering results today, as 
it did then, in the spread of the Gospel. 
Before the War there were half a million 
members in the four leading Protestant 
denominaticns; in 1926 there were three 
millions, and some estimate that the 
number of believers in Russia is now nearly 
ten times that number. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Follow Stephen in his victorious living. 
See Special Topics and Lesson Outlines, 


Follow Stephen in his practical Chris- 
tianity. 


Follow Stephen in his faithful witnessing. | 


Follow Stephen in his triumph over per- 
secution. Are we glorying in tribulation? 
Are we forgiving our persecutors? 


Christians may suffer as evildoers. The 
judgment that falls on sinners for their own 
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ungodliness falls first upon the ungodliness 
of Christians. “The best men need to be 
warned against the worst sins.” 


Where are we standing in the conflict 
today? The Modernists in that day were 
the leaders in the persecution of the dis~ 
ciples. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


Stephen addressed his murderers as 
“brethren and fathers”; what a travesty 
they made of their high calling. 


Christ was magnified in Stephen’s body, 
both in his life and in his death (Phil. 1: 
20). 


Men put on Christ a crown of thorns; 
God changed it to a crown of glory. 


When the Christian faith spreads, it Vis 
persecuted ; when it is persecuted, it spreads. 


If Stephen had kept quiet about his faith, 
his enemies never would have been stirred 
up; nor would they have stirred up trouble 
against Stephen. 


When Horace Tracy Pitkin left a note 
for his little son to come back and preach 
to his father’s murderers, he was in the 
true succession of martyrs. 


Under the test of tribulation, nominal 
Christians break down, and real Christians 
are built up in the Lord. 


The murderers of six Russian evangel- 
ists in 1919 were amazed at their conduct: 
“Even when we hacked them with our 
sabers, they knelt and implored us to re- 
pent. and return to God, saying that He 
would forgive us.” 


“Afraid? Of what? 
Afraid to see the Saviour’s face, 
To hear His welcome, and to trace 
The glory gleam from wounds of grace? 
Afraid — of that? ... 


“Afraid? Of what? 
To do by death what life could not— 
Baptize with blood a stony plot, 
Till souls shall blossom from the spot? 
Afraid — of that?” 


CotumsriA, S. C. 
ie 


Questions for Teacher and Class’ 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff,— Dr. McQuilkin, 
Mrs. Low, and Mr. Smith. Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions to different 
members of your class, letting them see 
whether they can discover the answers as 
given on a later page of this issue? 


HAT is one wonderful thing about 
Stephen’s whole address in Acts 7? 


2. What is the plain teaching of the Word 
as to the source of Stephen’s great power? 


3. What is one evidence of the power of 
Stephen’s preaching? 


4. In what respect was Stephen like Moses? 


5. In what respect was Stephen like Peter 
and John and Paul? 


6. In what respect was Stephen like Jesus 
Christ ? ' 


7. Why did the Jews stone him? 
8. Did Stephen really see into Heaven? 


9. Give one great lesson there is for us in 
the description of Stephen’s last moments. 

10. What other words used by Stephen as 
he died were like those used by the Lord Jesus 
on the cross? 


Answers to the Questions 





The answers to the lesson questions are given 


on page 476 of this issue. 


Lesson for July 26 


The Illustration Round Table_ 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 


for this department; one dollar is paid for 


each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet_ explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that- good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of {llustratione 
submitted on each are asked to 
limit to six the total lesson. 

Livingstone’s Faithfulness.—Be thou 
faithful unto death, and I will give thee 
a@ crown of life (Golden Text). When 
Henry M. Stanley found Livingstone, the 
great missionary who spent thirty years 
in darkest Africa, amd who had been lost 
to the world for over two years, he wanted 
him to come back home to England with 
him, but Livingstone refused to go. Two 
days later he wrote in his diary, “March 
19th, My birthday; My Jesus; My King; 
My Life; My All. I again dedicate my 
whole self to Thee. Accept me, and grant, 
O Gracious Father, that ere the year is 
gone I may finish my work. In Jesus 
Name I ask it. Amen.” A year later his 
servants found him on his knees dead. It 
was said of him: 


“He needs no epitaph to guard a name 
Which men shall prize while worthy work 
is known: 


He lived and died for good —be that his 
ame; 
Let marble crumble: this is Living-Stone.” 


—From “Children’s Missionary Sermons,” 
by Hugh T. Kerr, D.D. Sent by Mrs. T. 
E. Langford, Simcoe, Ont., Can. 


Modern Martyrs.—Be thou faithful unto 
death, and I will give thee a crown of life 
(Golden Text). Boxers, says Dr. D. J. 
Fleming, captured a mission school, blocked 
all gates but one, placed a cross in front 
of it, and sent in word that anyone, who 
trampled on that cross went free, but that 
anyone who stepped around it would be 
immediately killed. The first seven stu- 
dents trampled on the cross, and went free. 
The eighth, a girl, knelt before the cross, 
rose, and went on to be shot. All the rest 
in a line of a hundred students followed 
her example. Thirty thousand such Chi- 
nese converts chose death in 1900 rather 
than deny their Master. In these present 
days many another Chinese has sealed his 
faith with his life blood. A thousand black 
converts in Uganda went to their deaths by 
fire. Can Christians deny their Christ to 
folk who, when they find him, hold him 
dearer than life?—From Forward. Sent 
by Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. Prize 
illustration. 


What He Had Gained.— And he kneeled 
down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, 
lay net this sin to their charge (Acts 7: 
60). All the workers in our Egyptian 
Mission are proud of the answer of a young 
Mohammedan who became a Christian, His 
former friends were baiting him and said, 
“What have you got out of it?” He re- 
plied, “I can forgive.”-—From the Chris- 
tian Union Herald. Sent by B. M. Dobbin, 
Eskridge, Kans. 
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For All God’s. Sons.—Think it not 
strange concerning the fiery trial which ts 
to try you, as though some strange thing 
happened unto you (1 Pet. 4:12). All the 
saints must go to the proving house. God 
had one Son without sin, but he never 
had a son without trial—From The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by M. H. James, 
Toronto, Can. 


For the Best Jewels.—Think it not 
strange concerning the fiery trial which its 
to try you (v. 12). Extraordinary afflic- 
tions are not always the~ punishment of 
extraordinary sins, but sometimes they are 
the trial of extraordinary graces. God hath 
many sharp-cutting instruments and rough 
files for the polishing of his jewels; and 
those he especially loves and means to 
make: most resplendent, he hath oftenest 
his tools upon—From Archbishop Leigh- 
ton. Sent by Mrs. Earle Haines, Clarion, 
Pa. 


Juggernaut or Chariot?—I/f any man 
suffer as a Christian, let him not be 
ashamed (v. 16). Hannah Whitall Smith 
said, “We may make out of each event in 
our lives either a Juggernaut car to crush 
us, or a chariot in which to ride to heights 
of victory. It all depends on how we 
take them, whether we lie down under our 
trials and let them roll over us and crush 
us, or whether we climb up into them as 
into a chariot, and make them carry us 
triumphantly onward and upward.”—From 
The Sunday School Chronicle. Sent by 
Mrs. B. Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 








“BREAK, BREAK, BREAK,ON THY COLD GRAY STONES, O SEA” 
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Where Is Hell?—What shail the end be 
of them that obey not the gospel of God? 
(v. 17). A young man converted during 
special evangelistic meetings held in a min- 
ing village, desirous of doing something for 
God, bought some tracts. He was distribut- 
ing these one day when he met some of 
his old companions, who derided him as he 
spoke to them of Jesus. “Here,” said one 
of his old companions, “can you tell me 
where hell is?” After a moment’s hesita- 
tion, the young man looked up and said: 
“Yes, it’s at the end of a Christless life.” 
—From the Bible Expositor and Illumi- 
nator. Sent by Mrs. Maude Mitchell, 
Zanesville, Ohio. 

we 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
thou hast set before us in thy Word the sac- 
rificial lives of many a martyr to the faith. We 
thank thee for their examples. We thank 
thee that the courage that comes with devo- 
tion to thee has not died out in the world, and 
that in many lands there are those who bravely 
face persecution and death itself in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Whether we our- 
selves are called upon to meet such conditions, 
or are permitted to live peaceably through all 
our days, we need so to surrender our lives 
to thee that we may not count our lives dear 
unto ourselves. In every trial of our faith, may 
we be true, and may we not be turned away 
from the foundations of our faith by false 
teachers, or the allurements of the world. We 
ask this in Jesus’ precious name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Just as it was in the 
days of the early church, so it is now, — 


ITHERTO shalt thou 
aggecome, but no further: 
and here shall thy proud 
waves be stayed’ 


JOB 38:11 














* 
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persecution of the Christian simply scat- 
ters the truth more widely. When things 
become especially hard for the Christian 
to stand true to the faith, then out from 
his life goes a glory and a joy in standing 
true that greatly impresses those who are 
watching his life. Persecution takes many 
forms, and it can come to the schoolboy 
or schoolgirl just as quickly as to anyone 
else. One young girl decided to surrender 
her life to Christ. Immediately she be- 
came the object of scorn and ridicule on 
the part of other young people in her town 
where she had been a social leader, but she 
stood firm. Her old so-called friends left her, 
others came into her life, and today she 
,can look back upon a long life of service 
for the Lord, in many lands, by wide travel, 
by liberal contributions, by constant per- 
sonal testimony, and there is no regret 
with her for having faced squarely the 
persecution of her young girlhood. I won- 
der what your kind of persecution will be 
as you stand firmly for Christ? Do pray 
that you may not be swung away from 
your strong, true stand. Let us pray. 





EARLESS 
AND 


IRM 
IN THE 


AITH 
ARE YOU? 











The Busy. Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Short Prayers.—Lord, lay not this sin 
to their charge. And when he had said 
this, he fell asleep (Acts 7:60). Those 
who have sat with me in this Corner 
all these happy Sunday school years know 
my taste for the short and to-the-point 
prayer. 

There was that little-dog-under-the-table 
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prayer, “Lord, help me,” and the answer, 
“Great is thy faith: be it unto thee even 
as- thou wilt” (Matt. 15:25, 28). Then 
there was that dying-thief prayer, “Lord, 
remember me,” and the immediate answer, 
“To day shalt thou be with me in para- 
dise’ (Luke 23:42, 43). And there was 
the pubiican prayer, “God be merciful to 
me a sinner,” and the answer was a “jus- 
tified” publican (Luke 18:13, 14). 

Here in our lesson today is a most won- 
derful short prayer, with the Christian 
church in Coatesville for its answer. “Lord, 
lay not this sin to their charge,” and the 
leader of the firing squad, one Saul of 
Tarsus, became the answer in “The Apostle 
Paul.” The Paul who came over into 
Macedonia in answer to another short 
prayer, ard thence on to Coatesville and 
Yourville! 

When we are really in earnest we are 
not apt to be verbose and loquacious. 
When dangerous sickness or accident in- 
vades the family suddenly we don’t write 
long letters in an attempt to explain things. 
We get it all in the ten words, “Come at 
once; Father met with a bad automobile 
accident.” 

It was perfectly natural for Stephen 
to feel as he did toward his executioners 
because he had the Christ life in him. 
“Father, forgive them” was a short prayer 
from the cross. You have to be born again 
into a life like that. When that happens 
you are likely to find yourself saturated 
with the spirit of the Sermon on the Mount. 

And, by the way, what martyr ever 
reviled or cursed the ones doing him or 
her to death? Not even Joan of Arc, who 
had saved her country. 


“Reproached!”"—If ye be reproached for 


the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the. 


spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you 
(1 Pet. 4:14). In the school days of my 
youth in Midway, when a fella got into 
trouble the strong-arm teacher did not say, 
“Will Master Ridgway kindly remain after 
school?” and then give me a nice little 
talking to. Not on your life! He said, 
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Revelation 2 : 10 
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“Ridgway, stay after school!” and then I 
got a good old-fashioned ‘“whalin’.” 

In the Ridgway home I had been told 
that if I got a “whipping” at school I 
could expect another when I came home 
for being bad enough to earn a “dressing 
out.” Consequently, to anticipate any 
grapevine telegraph via Sister Eliza, I 
would smile amiably at the supper table 
and sweetly say to Mother, “Mr. Long had 
to. correct me this afternoon.” Wise 
Mother never asked for details, and prob- 
ably winked at Dad when I wasn’t lookin’. 

Paul’s word “reproached” was a full first 
cousin to my word “corrected.” On more 
than one occasion, for Paul himself, it stood 
for “a good whalin’” (2 Cor. 11: 24-27). 
But Paul preached what he practiced and 
was happy and proud under every such 
“reproach,” 

You may remember on the occasion of 
his start for Coatesville via Philippi, he 
and Silas were “reproached” to the author- 
ities’ taste and were so happy over it they 
burst into duets, and sang so effectively 
that “the spirit of glory and of God” rested 
on the jail so powerfully it shook the doors 
open. 

The reproach with the song accompani- 
ment wound up with the capture of the 
influential Roman officer and his household 
as valuable additions to the new Kingdom 
just starting (Acts 16: 25-32). 

Just as I write, a party has called to see 
me in regard to a movement to “uplift” 
Coatesville a little higher, religiously. 
(Free will offerings, etc.) Now Coates- 
ville is pretty well supplied with the “up- 
lift” machinery, This party dropping in 
would not make much of a ripple with 
present plans. But if they could get the 
police to lick them and “The Chief” should 
be converted, how the crowds would pack 
the house. 


On Your Own After Avenue One. 
—Let them that suffer . . . commit the 
keeping of their souls to him... as unto 
a faithful Creator (v. 19). In the spring 
of 1934, I mentioned a very wealthy friend 
who, in spite of his .wealth, was finding 
joy and happiness in a new relation to his 
Lord and Master. 

I received letters from all over the coun- 
try and abroad wanting to know the name 
and address of the gentleman that the 
writers might try “to interest him” in their 
financial sufferings. And, believe me, in 
the spring of 1934 these sufferings were 
not skin rashes or bug bites, but stings 
that went clear to the bone! 

I could have referred these sufferers to 
this verse (had I thought of it) as I begged 
to be excused from turning a flood of hard 
luck stories upon my friend. 

Now as it happened, at the very time in 
1934 when the lesson note was printed, 
while my friend was rich in real estate, 
old silver, fine paintings and prints, first 
editions, these assets were “frozen,” as 
was the case with banks and thousands of 
other prosperous folks from home-owning 
artisans to multimillionaires. Banks and 
insurance companies were not lending 


money on art collections or buying mort- 
gages in the spring of 1034. 

When George Miiller was in need of 
financial help for his orphanages he did 
not put on a “campaign” or organize a 
“drive,” for his need. He and his helpers 
went on their knees and in the language 
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of this text “committed the keeping of 
their souls (their own and. their orphans’) 
to Him, as unto a faithful Creator.” 

And all you have to do is to go to Eng- 
land and see those great orphanages for 
yourself. Every faith worker, and every 
one whose name is “Little Faith” should 
go to the library and get that inspiring 
book by Dr. Arthur T. Pierson, “The Life 
of George Miiller.” It will stiffen the 
backbone of the one and make the other 
“sit up and take notice.” 

Never forget this: God does nothing for 
one of his that the one of his can do for 
himself. The angel took Peter no farther 
than Avenue One. He had to go the rest 
of the way on his own (Acts 12:10). 


CoATESVILLE, Pa, 
we 


Try me, O God, and search the ground of 
my heart. Let there be spiritual honesty there, 
So cleanse, so keep, so fill that inner cham- 
ber, that when whatsoever was spoken in 
darkness shall be heard in the light, and 
when that which was spoken in thine ear 
in closets shall be proclaimed upon the 
housetops, it may abide the judgment of 
the light—Amy Carmichael. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Faith and Power. 


Discussion: In what respects was Stephen 
like Jesus Christ his Master? 


Objective: Being filled with the Spirit. 


AY, fellows, Stephen in a _ certain 

sense was the Lindbergh of the early 
church. He made an epic flight. He was 
the first to “go across.” He had faith, 
vision, and courage. But back of it all, 
and making possible his surpassing 
achievement, was the fact that Stephen 
was filled with the Holy Spirit. That 
is why, in Stephen’s case, death was the 
mark of his triumph, instead of a safe 
“three point” earthly landing. By the 
“dead reckoning” of. an unconquerable 
faith he steered a straight course through 
the gates of Heaven, where he was re- 
ceived with honor, not by the American 
ambassador and the high officials and popu- 
lace of a great nation, but by the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and an innumerable host that 
would dwarf any reception this little world 
of ours could give. 

Fellows, so far as we have it, Stephen’s 
record is superb. The whole of it is con- 
tained in the last half of the sixth chapter 
of Acts, all of the seventh, and one verse 
(the second) in the eighth. Nearly all the 
seventh chapter is taken up with his cour- 
ageous address to the council, who held 
his physical life in their hands, and in 
which he stripped them of their self-right- 
eousness, charging them with being the 
betrayers and murderers of “that Just One” 
—the Lord, the Son of God, the Messiah 
of their own prophetic Scriptures. No 
wonder they were “cut to the heart” and 
“gnashed on him with their teeth.” Stephen 
knew he was signing his own death war- 


‘rant; but he was looking straight into the 


throne of God and upon the face of his 
beloved Lord Jesus. That gave him not 
only superhuman insight, but also super- 
human courage. He was “seeing him who 
is invisible” — certainly invisible to his per- 
secutors. 

Here now we have come to the fourth 
lesson of this quarter showing the spread of 
Christianity in the infancy of the Church, 
and in each lesson we have been faced with 
the power of the Holy Spirit, the third 
person of the Trinity, who because of the 
faith of those early church members could 
produce in them greater faith, grace, bold- 
ness, courage, vision, and power, and do his 
mighty work in the world, making Jesus 
Christ, Lord and Saviour, King of the 
human hearts and lives. 

Wouldn’t it be wonderful, fellows, if we 
would let the Holy Spirit have his mar- 
velous way with us today, as those trust- 
ing followers of Christ did in the early 
church! What mighty things he would 
do! And do them through you fellows! 

Just once more to summarize Stephen 
as shown in the brief record of his brief 
career —a career that suddenly appears in 
the darkened heavens of a confused age, 
like a brilliant meteor that shoots across 
the sky. It blazes with light, exposing 
hypocrisy and the shallowness of human 
selfishness and pride—and points wnerr- 
ingly to Jesus, the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life. 
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First mention: Acts 6:5— “and they 
chose Stephen [for deacon], a man full 
of faith and of the Holy Ghost. 

Second mention: verse 8 — “and Stephen, 
full of faith and power, did great wonders 
and miracles among the people.” 

Third mention: verse 15 — they “saw his 
face as it had been the face of an angel.” 

Fourth mention: Acts 7:2-53— His 
marvelous address. 

Fifth mention: verse 55 — “he, being full 
of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly 
into heaven, and saw the glory of God, 
and Jesus standing on the right hand of 
God.” 

Sixth mention: verse 59—”And they 
stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and say- 
ing, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit”! 

Seventh mention: verse 60—“And he 
kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, 
Lord, lay not this sin to their charge”! 

Eighth mention: Acts 8:2—“And de- 
vout men carried Stephen to his burial, and 
made great lamentation over him.” 

Who is the source of this wonderful life 
of testimony, brief as it was? Answer: 
The Holy Spirit. 

Can such things occur today —can fel- 
lows have such faith, vision, and cour- 
age? Answer: The Holy Spirit is the 
same yesterday, today, and forever! 

PHILADELPHIA, 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Use your Stephen doll, and make one 
for Saul. Strips of yellow cardboard, that 
can be joined, to make crowns. 











HAT was the deacon’s name that I 

told you to remember? Stephen. 
That’s it. Here he is: Stephen, a Spirit- 
filled and wise man, to whom God gave 
power to work miracles and wonders. The 
Jews hated him because the people were 
listening to him and believing on the Lord 
Jesus Christ. So these wickéd men ar- 


- rested him and took him before their coun- 


cil, where they asked him what he had 
been preaching. He was a brave man, and 
he loved the Lord Jesus Christ more than 
he loved himself, so he preached to the 
council about Christ’s crucifixion. He even 
told them they had betrayed and murdered 
the Lord of glory. 

They were so mad with rage that they 
ground their teeth. But Stephen looked 
up to Heaven and said, “Behold, I see the 
heavens opened, and the Son of. man stand- 
ing on the right hand of God.” And they 
cried out and put their fingers in their ears, 
and ran upon him, and I think they almost 
dragged him outside the city wall, and they 
took off their cloaks, and picked up stones, 
all kinds of stones, and stoned him. 

Stephen kneeled down, called on God to 
receive his spirit, and asked God not to 
lay this sin to their charge; then he died. 
He was the first Christian martyr. A mar- 
tyr is a person who dies for what he be- 
lieves. Stephen died for his faith in Jesus 
Christ. 

Now, listen! A young man stood by and 
held the cloaks of the Jews who stoned 
Stephen to death — and his name was Saul. 
Don’t forget him, for we’re going to hear 
a lot about him. While the Christians were- 
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Medicine Lake Bible Camp 


Mission Grove, Medicine Lake, Minnesota 
August 3 to August 16 
THEME: “THE LIFE ABUNDANT.” 
Bible Study—Spiritual Fellowship—Recrea- 
tion—Fundamental—For All Ages—Interde- 
nominational. Unique vacation in Tepees, 
Igloos, Log Cabin, Cottage or Hotel, set in 
beautiful lakeside woodland on one of Minne- 
sota’s Ten Thousand Lakes. Speakers: Gus- 
taf F. Johnson, Morris C. Johnson, Carl 
G. Westerdahl. Camp and Song Leader: 
Gilbert W. Otteson. anist: Howard Her- 

manson, of Moody Radio Staff. 
Rates: General, $8.00 per week. Reduced 
Teen-age rates, first week, Special rates for 
special tions. A 8 


BIBLE CAMP, 625 Eighth Ave. S, Minneapolis, Minn. 





















“AREN'T 
WE GLAD 


WE CAME?” 


SAY GUESTS 
AT 


CHALFONTE- 
HADDON HALL 


Ir's where you stay at the 
seashore that counts. Refined 
surroundings and genial 
treatment are just as impor- 
tant as a central beachfront 
location. Here at Chalfonte- 
Haddon Hall you may enjoy 
all three. We place a gener- 
ous accent upon good food 
and cheerful service. Upon 
entertainment too. 


There’s always something 
doing at these versatile hotels. 
Concerts, game rooms, and 
varied amusement. Enough 
room for every one to enjoy 
his own kind of vacation. 
And at surprisingly moderate 
cost. The beach is at our door. 
golf and tennis clubs nearby. 


Leeds and Lippincott Company 


ATLANTIC CITY 
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mourning and burying Stephen, this young 
man went about, into their houses and ar- 
rested them and put them in prison, so 
many had to go away to other cities to 
keep out of prison, But wherever they 
went, they preached about Jesus Christ. 

Some of you are on vacation right now. 
Are you witnessing for Christ wherever 
you go? They did. You should. 

Our Golden Text is wonderful. Let’s 
print it on this strip of golden paper, and 
then I think your teacher will paste the ends 
together and make a crown. “Be thou 
faithful unto death, and I will give thee 
a crown of life.” 


Mopesto, Cat. 


. ® . 

This Week's Questions Answered 
(Orn the lesson for July 26) 

1. It is a remarkable review of the his- 
tory of Israel given in a brief space. 

2. He was filled with the Holy Spirit (Acts 
6:5, 8; 7:55). 

3. “They were cut to the heart” (7: 54). 

_ He was so close to the Lord that his 
face shone like that of an angel (Acts 6: 15; 

Exod. 34: 29, 30). 

5. He stood before the authorities and boldly 
accused them. 

6. He prayed for forgiveness of his ene- 
mies even while they slew him. 

7. Because he claimed that Jesus Christ, 
whom they had betrayed and crucified, was 
their Messiah (Acts 7: 52). 

8. Yes, the Word says he saw into Heaven 
(Acts 7:55). 

9. Since he was looking up to Heaven, he 
lost sight of his surroundings and saw his 
Saviour and the glory of God. 

10. “Receive my spirit” (Acts 7:59; Luke 
23: 46). 





§ Children at Home 





Prairie Warbler 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


HE twenty-third of May had been one 

of those days of sudden heat which 
sometimes come in the spring and the ther- 
mometer had climbed into the middle nine- 
ties. Even the birds had stopped singing 
soon after sunrise, although there had been 
a great chorus at dawn in the Barrens 
near my cabin. It started at 3.40 A. M. 
when a whippoorwill sitting on my wood 
pile sang his weird song. 

That morning I was sleeping downstairs 
by an open window in the living room on 
account of the heat, and the bird sang not 
six feet from my head. With each explo- 
sive note — not between them but with them 
—there sounded a click as if from some 
mechanical toy. In about five minutes the 
whippoorwill stopped singing and began 
a series of grating, scolding notes which 
could only be heard by one close by. Once 
before I had heard a whippoorwill make 
other clacking notes after his song, and 
am convinced that the bird has a larger 
vocabulary than is generally supposed. 

Soon after the whippoorwill stopped 
grumbling a great-crested flycatcher gave 
his mad screech. The year before one had 
a nest in a hole in a dead tree near a 
bridge beneath which another flycatcher, 
the phoebe, had built her mud nest, cov- 
ered with green moss. The great-crested 
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is the bird who always lines his nest’ with 
the shed skin of a snake. 

The towhee or ground robin was the 
next singer to be heard. His little song, 
“Drink your tea-ee-ee,” is to be heard 
oftenest in the Barrens, and a recent bird 
census shows that the twohee or chewink 
is the most numerous and widely distrib- 
uted bird in the State of New Jersey. 

The next bird who sang was a robin, 
followed by a red-eyed vireo, while a white- 
eyed vireo gave his explosive song next. 
Then came the “witchery, witchery, witch- 
ery,” of a Maryland yellow-throat, and the 
slow, far-away song of a scarlet tanager, 
who sings like a hoarse robin. 

The last bird note that I heard before 
I got up was a drawling “swee-chee,” and 
I recognized the blue-winged warbler, 
rarest of the resident warblers in my part 
of the Barrens. He has a yellow crown 
and breast with blue-gray, white-barred 
wings, and through his eye runs a narrow 


black line. The blue-wing nests on the ° 


ground, and although I have found the 
nests of seventeen different kinds of war- 
blers and have been shown the nests of 
five others, yet I have never found or even 
seen the nest of the blue-winged. Every 
summer I hope to find one in the Barrens, 
but so far it has only been a hope. 

Strangely enough, although the day was 
so hot that it was difficult to walk any 
distance through the woods, the scrub oaks 
and the blueberry bushes were covered with 
brown, dead leaves, killed by a frost that 
had descended on the Barrens only a few 
nights before. In a clump of pitcher plant 
I found one of the first, great dull-red 
flowers, all drooping with its stem blighted 
by the sudden cold. 

Toward evening the air no longer felt 
like a blast from a furnace, and I walked 
down toward the bathing beach, a white 
sandbank where in summer turtles lay their 
eggs and where the water is deep enough 
for diving. As I came to the two great 
sentinel pines that guard the beach I heard 
the seven wire-thin notes of a prairie war- 
bler which, unlike most bird songs, runs 
up instead of down the scale. Suddenly a 
female prairie flew across the stream, and 
I caught a glimpse of her yellow breast 
with its sides streaked with black and 
white patches at the ends of her tail 
feathers. There was something suspicious 
about her flight, for apparently she had 
not been feeding. Moreover, she had flown 
up in front of me. So if she had a nest 
it must be between me and the stream. 

Accordingly I walked over to a patch 
of high-bush blueberries, the only bushes 
growing between me and the water’s edge. 
At first I saw nothing but leaves. Only 
when I knelt down and looked up -did I 
catch sight of the nest. As usual if was so 
cunningly screened by the leaves that only 
from a certain angle could it be seeen. 

I have found a number of prairie war- 
blers’’ nests in my time, but the finding 
of one is always an event. Quite often 
they are in mountain laurel bushes, and 
once I found one in a little pine. Once, 
too, I had taken a party of boys out for 
a bird walk. As we sat down to lunch 
I saw a prairie warbler fly out of a bush. 
After our meal I spoke of the rarity and 
beauty of the nest, and finished my lecture 
by taking my audience to look at one. 

This one at the bathing beach was about 


ah. 
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three feet from the ground, and was made 
of grasses and plant stems bound together 
by cobwebs and the egg sacs of spiders. 
Inside it was lined with soft, brown, fern 
wool, taken from the cinnamon fern, and 
it held three white eggs wreathed at the 
larger end with a ring of chestnut blotches. 

Later I came back to take a farewell 
look at it. The little mother bird sat very 
still, her bright black eyes watching me 
intently from among the green leaves. Not 
until I was only a yard away did she slip 
off like a shadow and then came back 
and with faint, anxious chips flew all 
around me, alighting sometimes not two 
feet away. I had not gone more than two 
yards from the nest before she was back 
again brooding her dear-loved eggs. 

Pale gold, the afterglow spread across 
the Barrens. The evening star flared in the 
west below a newborn moon, which showed 
like a wisp of golden cobweb in the deep 
violet sky. Then at eight forty to the 
minute my whippoorwill began again his 
song on the wood pile, and I started for 
home with his wild voice ringing in my 
ears. 

Haverrorp, Pa. 





The Young People’s 
rayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











August 2. What Services Should State and 
Community Render? Rom. 13 : 1-8, (Consecra- 
tion meeting.) 


Sunday, July 26 


The Good and Bad in Our Communities 
(Psa. 125: 1-5) 





Mon.—The good citizen (Psa. 24: 1-6). 

Tues.—Helping hands (Acts 9 : 36-43). 

Wed.—Crooked dealings (Acts 5: 1-11). 

Thurs.—Helping the weak (Rom. 15 : 1-4). 

Fri.—Everyday virtue (Titus 2: 1-15). 

Sat.—Dishonesty in high places (Jas 5: 
1-6). 

















6\UR citizenship is in heaven,” is 

sometimes quoted fromthe marginal 
reading of Philippians 3:20 by those who 
would avoid their responsibility of citi- 
zenship in this life. They remind us that 
they are but pilgrims and sojourners here, 
journeying toward a better land in the 
life to come. And all of this is true, but 
it is not intended to excuse us from re- 
sponsibility in this life. 


A Christian man one time leased his- 


completely furnished home -to another 
Christian and his family. They lived in 
it for some time and then removed else- 
where. But when the owner returned, he 
discovered that his home had been sadly 
neglected and even misused. Did the fact 
that those who occupied it for a time were 
not the owners, and therefore had no per- 
manent residence, excuse them from tak- 
ing proper care of the home during their 
occupation? We would not think so, would 
we, if it were our home? No more may 
we as Christians sink back in the cer- 
tainty of the life to come, and neglect the 
place where God has put us for the present. 

In thinking of the good and bad in our 
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community, it may be helpful to have some 
of our number prepare a list of the good 
things that can be mentioned, not merely 
from a religious standpoint, but the worth 
while schools, churches, places of business, 
and attractions that can be named. Then 
have others prepare a similar list of the 
evils they can locate in our community. 
Let them bring their reports to the meet- 
ing and have them listed on the black- 
board. Perhaps it may open our eyes to 
some of the advantages that we have within 
our midst, and perhaps it may also awaken 
us to some of the dangers that are at our 
very doorsteps. ye 


No meeting such as this should be closed 
with merely a survey of the good and the 
bad. ‘The real value will come in a con- 
sideration of what we can do to eliminate 
the evil that we find, and hew the good 
may be improved. Are there enterprises 
or agencies at work in our midst that are 
harmful? What can we do, as young peo- 
ple, to arouse public opinion against them 
and have them eliminated? Is there a 
need for a Sunday school or young peo- 
ple’s society for any particular group or 
section in our community? What are we 
willing to do as a group of young people 
to begin such a work and to carry it on 
until it can become self-supporting ? 

ye 

But with all our efforts to eliminate evil 
and establish good in our community, let 
us not lose sight of the fact that the 
preaching of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and the winning of men and women 
and boys and girls to him is the greatest 
possible means of transforming any com- 
munity. We may be successful for a time 
in stirring up public opinion against some 
evil practice or enterprise, but unless the 
hearts of those who live in our community 
are changed by the miracle-working power 
of the Lord Jesus, such reforms will be 
short lived. we 


And let us not be discouraged if we 
meet with seemingly insurmountable ob- 
stacles. Never do we carry warfare into 
Satan’s territory without exposing our- 
selves to his cross-fire. Let us not think 
that we can transform the community in 
which we live by our own strength, no 
matter how we may be fired with zeal 
for the right. We ourselves, as a group 
of young people, need to be filled with the 
Holy Spirit, if we are going to stand and 
withstand all the fiery darts of the enemy. 
We must face the decision as-to whether 
or not we are willing to pay the price of 
surrendered and yielded lives, and giving 
much time to prayer and to the study of 
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the Word, if we are really going to be effi- 
cient tools in the hands of the Lord Jesus. 

And let us not forget, too, that with all 
our energy and effort, the battle is not to 
the strong nor the race to the swift. “Not 
by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, 
saith the Lord” (Zech. 4:6). If the strong- 
holds of the enemy are to be pulled down, 
it must come through the power of his 
might. 

Let us ask God to give us that courage 
and faith that will work as though all 
depended upon us, but pray as though 
everything depended upon him. Then and 
only then may we expect to see real vic- 
tory won for Christ in our community. 

PHILADELPHIA, 





| With the New Books 


Bible vs. Modernism. By A. N. Trice 
and Charles H. Roberson, B.S., M.A. 
(Rock City Pub. Co., 110 Seventh Ave., 
Nashville, Tenn:, $2.) Destructive critics 
saw off the limb on which they sit, or 
choose the path to the precipice and jump 
off. Even their theories commit suicide 
in order to escape conviction. Slanderers 
of inspired intelligence, critics are at their 
worst but Balaamites. Called to curse, by 
their asininity they but bless. Their argu- 
ments prove a green cheese moon because 
the milky way is near by. Thus runs the 
indictment of this able book. 

Some three hundred pages of Modern- 


CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 


in Middle West has position for 
teacher of piano, organ, advanced 
theory, composition, orchestratio: 
etc.; another part-time for ban 
director and teacher of wind in- 
struments. Both must be thor- 
oughly or ager and experienced. 
Write fully, giving education, ex- 
perience, references, and Christian 
testimony; enclose snapshot. Ad- 
dress Box 1313-A, R. P. A., 325 
N. 13th Street, Philadelphia. 

















Reach the Unsaved at your very doors 
thousands of them. They need your Saviour. 
Tell about Him by means of 


Gospel TRACTS 


Sample package, 25 cents 
FAITH, PRAYER and TRACT LEAGUE 
DEPT. T, MUSKEGON HEIGHTS, MICH. 














690 Eighth Avenue 





TO THE CHRISTIAN PUBLIC 


The Russia Inland Relief Mission of 690 Eighth Avenue, New York, N. Y., hereby wishes 
to notify the interested Christian Public that it is still operating under the name of the original 
society, which was organized in 1932, and is still represented by the same committee & 
united group) and that it has no connection with its former Director, Rev. John Johnson, who 
has organized a new society under the name of Russia Inland Relief Mission (a corporation). 


We earnestly ask you to stand with us in prayer that the Spirit of God may guide in the 
selection of a new leader of this work, and that the blessing which has characterized it for the 
past three years may increase in abounding measure to the glory of God. May the Lord richly 
bless and reward you as you continue to give for the relief of the suffering Christians in Russia. 


This explanation is given to the public to clarify their future giving. 


RUSSIA INLAND RELIEF MISSION 


Room 506 T 


asa 


KSigned) EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 


New York, N. Y. 

















For Those 
Who Seek 
The Truth! 


THE TRUTH OF 
BIBLE HISTORY 


as found inscribed on stone monuments, walls, 
tombs, tablets, pottery, etc. Undeniable evi- 
dence from the ruins of buried cities recently 
brought to light by the pick and spade. 
For use in Schools and Colleges, adapted 
to private reading and study by teachers, 
preachers, Bible students, and all who are 
interested in the evidences of Christianity. A 
gold mine of knowledge for Bible students. 
This book is completely indexed, printed in 
legible type, durably bound in cloth. 
Book will be furnished on ten days’ approval. 
If not wanted, purchaser may return the 
book postpaid. 

Price, $2.00 postpaid 


ROCK CITY PUBLISHING COMPANY 
Dept. S. 
110 Seventh Ave., North 
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80 000 JEWS in Western Canada. 

Our Mission, Est. 25 
yrs. is the only Mission carrying the Gospel to 
this people. Your prayerful and financial help 
urgently needed. Kindly communicate with 
Rev. Hugo Spitzer, Western Canada Mission 
to the Jews, 158 Aikins St., Winnipeg, Canada 


“QNESIPHORUS” Handwork 


Send for descriptive list with illustrations of work done 
by orphan children in the Home of Onesiphorus, one of 
the largest Christian orphanages in China, The sale of 
this merchandise is one means of their support. The 
Home is dedicated to preach the Gospel, clothe the naked, 
feed the hungry, and aid the sick. Address : 


HOME OF ONESIPHORUS, American Office 
Drawer 15, 2811 N. Racine Avenue, Chicago, Ill. 


BETHANNA 


Bible and Missionary Conferences 
with Homelike Atmosphere 








Come .. . Spend a week or more at Bethanna and 
profit spiritually as well as physically, Good scrip- 
tural teaching; fresh air and recreation; Christian 
fellowship. Rate, $10 a week. 


SOUTHAMPTON, PA. 
(20 miles from City Hall, Phila.) 


The MODERN “SEIZER” 


“ Day-dreams of Mussolini”— Read this 
informing article in AUGUST “PROPH- 
ECY MONTHLY,” Keith L. Brooks’ 
prophetic digest. Also read ‘Russia looks 
to the Mediterranean”; “‘Selassie’s Visit to 
Jerusalem”; “The Coming Day of Ven- 
geance”; “‘ Religious Department for League 
of Nations’’; other eye-opening articles. 
Ready July 20 (10c). Free sample (back 
number) 4 month trial subscription, special, 
25c. Year in U. S., $1. Foreign, $1.15. 
YOU CAN'T GO WRONG. 


PROPHECY MONTHLY 
2003 Addison Way, Dept. ST, Los Angeles, Calif. 
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ASBURY PARK II} 
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SPECIAL WEEKLY RATES 
Iiustrated folder on Request 
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istic error are brought into court. Higher 
Criticism, Epistemology, Psychoanalysis, 
Evolution, Conjectural Philosophy are 
brought before the bar.. Science and arche- 
ology, confirmatory of the Word of God, 
are offered in evidence. The juryman 
reader votes: Guilty. He sees the docu- 
mentary theory of the Pentateuch (J,-E, 
P, D, R) drowned in its own alphabet 
soup. He beholds unbelief rearing with 
an iron hand the quintuplets of Modernism: 
Kant’s relativity of human knowledge; 
Freud’s “perverse compound of unwisdom” ; 
Darwin’s repudiated “assured results” of 
evolution; Fosdick’s apotheosis of man; 
Leuba-Starbuck’s atheistic religious edu- 
cation, 

The book is so forcefully written that 
later editions should correct several minor 
weaknesses. Its several “it has been said” 
(or like) clauses should give way to 
definite citation, in which the book abounds, 
The rephrasing of lines 3-7 on page 76 and 
lines 32-35 on page 84 will bring these 
sections into line with the general clear- 
ness of the writers’ style. Page 55 shows 
Exodus as not included in the Polychrome 
Bible, whereas page 56 cites Exodus 14: 
18-21 as a patchwork sample of the Poly- 
chrome Bible, then explains that the sam- 
ple is taken from a wholly different source. 

There are 285 pages; a synopsis follows 
each chapter; alphabetic index, list of 
authors, and Scripture references add to 
the value. 

ye 


Seven New Cartoon Sermons 


Prepared by Dr. Pace 


unpDAY ScHooLt Times readers have un- 

doubtedly noticed the wide range of 
subjects covered by Dr. E. J. Pace’s strik- 
ing lesson cartoons which have been pub- 
lished each week in the TIMES over a 
period of nearly twenty years, and have 
seen also that many phases of a single 
subject have been covered from time to 
time. The ministry of the cartoons in 
connection with the Sunday school lesson 
has been supplemented by  stereopticon 
slides of the cartoons, which many pastors 
have used to great advantage in their 
churches. 

Dr. Pace has just prepared seven new 
sermons, commenting upon each cartoon 
used, and all are assembled in logical pro- 
gression under the following subjects or 
titles: “What Think Ye of Christ? Whose 
Son Is He?” a pictorial setting forth of 
the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ; (2) 
“The Blood of Jesus,” gathering into one 
series nearly a score of unforgettable pic- 
tures, showing that it is the blood, and only 
the blood, that cleanses the sinner from his 
sin; (3) “The Grace of God That Bring- 
eth Salvation,” a subject Dr. Pace has 
treated many times; (4) “Why Worry?” 
another timely topic, replete with encour- 
agement io “trust in the Lord at all times”; 
(s) “Too much ‘I,’” a collection of car- 
toons showing the emptiness of life centered 
upon self, and the fullness of blessing that 
always follows our “coming to zero”; (6) 
“The Love of Money,” exposing the sin 
of covetousness and encouraging Christian 
stewardship; and (7) “Lift Up Your Eyes 
and Look,” a fresh appeal through eye- 
gate to heed the Great Commission, 

Every one of these series includes car- 
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Palestine, 
Past and Present 


in the New Year-Book 
of the Holy Land 


A Book of 144 Pages, With Many Full- 
page Illustrations and Maps, Printed 
on Highest Grade Enamel Paper 


OULD: you like to have 

authentic information on the 
population, area, industrial and agri- 
cultural developments, and the politi- 
cal situation in Palestine? 


Would you like to have for refer- 
ence a study of the historical develop- 
ment of Palestine? 

There is a table showing the area 
in square miles and the population 
of many countries for comparison 
with the figures for Palestine; a 
table of important dates from 2100 
B. C. to A. D. 1918; and a complete 
index. 

A wealth of information concern- 
ing the present state of the Holy 
Land is given in this book; impor- 
tant events since 1914 are traced in 
detail, and up-to-date statistics are 
tabulated for ready reference. 


Do you know just what the Brit-- 


ish Mandate is, and the Balfour Dec- 
laration? : 

And do you know what is the 
—_ of administration in Pales- 
tine 


What are the leading products of 
the country? Just who are the Arabs, 
and what is the Arab attitude toward 
Jewish immigration? 


What official is at the head of the. 


Palestine government? How can one 
obtain citizenship in Palestine? What 
are the educational opportunities 
there? How many Jews have emi- 
grated to Palestine? 


These, and a great many other 
questions of similar interest are an- 
swered fully in this book, with ap- 
propriate Scripture references. 

Because of the wealth of fact in 
this “Year Book of the Holy Land,” 
the prospective traveler will be en- 
lightened on some very practical 
questions by a study of this fascinat- 
ing volume, and the Bible teacher 
and Bible student will value it for 
its background of detailed informa- 
tion concerning the Land of. the 
Book, from early times to the pres- 
ent day. 


How You Can 
Get the Book 
Without Charge 


We'll be glad to send you a copy 
of the Holy Land Year Book with- 
out charge if you will send us five 
Get Acquainted subscriptions to the 
TIMEs, at 25 cents each, for ten 
weeks, to be sent to five of your 
friends who have not been subscribers 
within the last six months, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
325 North 13th Street Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Lesson for July 26 


toons of very recent publication and con- 
tains thirty-six slides, and Dr. Pace’s com- 
ments are furnished free with each set. 
The prices per slide are as follows: un- 
colored, 40 cents; colored, 75 cents. The 
slides rent at 5 cents each. if the series 
is desired in the form of a film roll, the 
price is $2 per roll, The rolls are not 
rented. These may be obtained from the 
George Bond Slide Company, 58 W. Wash- 
ington Street, Chicago. 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the inteveational Uniform Sunday School 
, issued by the International Sunday 
‘School Lesson Committee. 


July 20 to 26 
Mon—Acts 7 : 54 to 8: 4. 

The First Christian Martyr. 
Prayer SuGGEsTIONS: “Fear not them 
which kill the body” (Matt. 10:28). The 
art of dying well, exemplified and taught 
by our blessed Lord, was well copied by 
Stephen the first Christian martyr. Being 
much with Christ, and walking in “His 
steps” is the secret of finishing our course 
victoriously. Those who magnify Christ 
in life are certain to do so in death. With 
eternity in his heart, peace in his mind, 
and pardon on his lips, the first Christian to 
lay down his life for his Lord feared not 
“them which kill the body.” Have you 
made the Lord Jesus Christ a present of 
your body? Pray for Stony Brook Con- 
ferences, Stony Brook, Long Island, N. Y. 

Tues.—1 Peter 4: 12-19. . 
Sharing Christ’s Suffering. 
‘PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Fiery trial.” The 
sufferings of Christ were typified by Leviti- 
cal sacrifices, many of which were made by 
fire. As “living sacrifices’ we know we 
too must taste a little of his cup of afflic- 
tions. Our share, in view of eternity, is 
indeed “light.” Let us count it dll joy to 
suffer with and for Christ. The mysterious 
chemistry of faith will turn all our present 
trials into glories. *Sufferers with Christ 


‘reign with him. Pray for Camp Pinnacle 


Bible Conference, R. F. D., Voorheesville, 
N.Y. 
Wed.—Matthew 10 : 34-42. 
The Cost of Discipleship. 
Prayer Succestions: “He that taketh 
not his cross.” Home is usually the first 
battlefield of the young convert. “A man’s 
foes shall be they of his own household.” 
A domestic victory for Christ stfikes a 
deadly blow at the opposition of Satan. 
Home trials are very severe, hut they are 
filled with treasures that will stand us in 
good stead to the end of life’s journey. 
Pray for Central New York Bible Con- 
ference, Arnold V. Pent, Pres., 67 Oliver 
Street, Watertown, Mass. 
Thurs.—z Corinthians 4 : 16-18. 
“Our Light Affliction.” 
Prayer Succestions: Note how the 
Spirit of God appraises our sufferings. In 
the eternal scales of God the distresses of 
this present time are scarcely worth men- 
tioning. “The joy set before” Christ en- 
abled him to endure even the death of the 
cross. Paul, “the Church’s living martyr,” 
reluctantly spoke of his afflictions. If his 
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DID YOU KNOW 
THAT IN 1890 Dr. C. I. SCOFIELD 


founded a Mission for the evangelization of Central America, and upon lines 
which he believed to be Biblical? This Mission continues to labor toward that 
} end. Your Church, Sunday School, or Bible class ought to know about this 
work. Send for free literature and information. 


Central American Mission, 3611 Congress Ave., Dallas, Texas 
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Come to Canada’s Keswick 


for a wonderful vacation and Bible Conference in Ontario’s famed 
Muskoka Lakes District. Outstanding speakers ; wholesome recrea- 
tion of many kinds; excellent cuisine. Visited’ by hundreds from 
U.S. A. annually. pouteeath ear. Speakers include: Rev. Po 
MacBeath and Rev. D. E. Hart-Davies 

Philpott; Rev. T. Me i) Philips and Dr. Howard d Kelly, be bg tJ 
Baltimore ; Rev. W 

Douglas, of yg ; “Dr. Walter Wil son, Kansas City; Rev. pyr Cc. 


jest home from thiopia ; 
Rev. Thos. Moody, of the Congo. Man other ee men of 
God. Open continuously from June 27th to September r4th. 


Write for illustrated folder to— 


CANADIAN KESWICK. CONFERENCE 
Room 319, 366 Bay St., Toronto 


th of Scotland; Rev. 
. H. Wri ~~ yp mivercity of Georgia ; 


I., Chicago. me Nag will include Dr. Ralph 
. Stirrett, Nigeria, and 


R. V. Bingham, D.D., Pres. 











A standard four-year —- for y: 





Hampden-Sydney College 


and Bachelor of Science. 
The College has an excellent faculty, with the ability to teach ; stands for thorough 
scholarship, and is soundly Christian 


Write REGIsTRAR, HAMPDEN-SYDNEY, VIRGINIA 


men, Gvine the d h 





160 years of continuous service. 











Che Sunday School Gines 


President and Publisher 
Puuir E. Howarp 
Editor and Vice-President 
CuarLtes GALLAUDET TRUMBULL 





Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Possessions. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 

$1.75—Five or more copi¢s, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.75 each, per year. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 
to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 50 tents for postage. 

INTRODUCTORY SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Strictly introductory, or Get-Acquainted 
subscriptions, 25 cents for one period of 
ten weeks, either singly or in clubs, 

The paper is not sent to any subscriber 


beyond the time paid for, except by special 
request. 


Christian Y outh 


Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in ad- 
vance, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 

75 cents—One or more copies to in- 
dividual addresses, 75 cents each, per 
year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 52 cents 
each, per year. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
325 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 











From Hollywood, California. Now heard from 
Coast to Coast, proclaiming the old-time Gospel. 
Fundamental and Evangelistic. 

RADIO REVIVAL HOUR SCHEDULE 

CALIPORMA— Sundays 
lily : KNX—1050 kc.—s50,000 watts—6:30-7:30 
San Francisco: , BSFO—sho kc.—1,000 watts—7:00- 
eka: KIEM— ke. — atts — 10:30 
EGreka: 3 1450 kc. —s500 w 9:30- 
OREGON—Sundays—9:00-10:00 P.M., P. S. T. 
Portland: KEX—1180 kc.—5,o00 watts. 
Bugene: KORE—1420 kc.—100 watts. 
Salem: ia kc.—x00 watts. 


hursday: 
Agtorig: KAS ‘I! —1370 kc.—100 watts— 7:00-8:00 P.M., 
Marshfield: POC kc.—250 watts—7:00-8:00 
Medford; KMED — 1310 kc. — 100 watts — 8:00-9:00 
Klamath Falls: KFJI—x210 kc.—100 watts—9:00- 
10:00 P.M., P. S. T. 
WASHINGTON — Sundays — 9:00-10:00 P.M. 


Spokane: KGA—1470 kc.—5,000 watts. 


MONTANA—Sundays—9:00-10:00 P.M., M. S. T. 
Great Falls; KF 13B—1280 kc.—1,000 watts. 


NEW_ MEXICO — Thursdays — 7:30-8:30 P.M., 


Albuquerque: KOB—1180 kc.—10,000 watts. 


10W 4.—Sundays—10:30-11:30 P.M., C. S. T. 
Des Moines: WHO—1000 kc.—50,000 watts. 


CANADA. SL BERTA CFCN—10:30—10,000 watts 
6:30-7:30 M.S. T. 

Reosceiptve Folders and Heart-to-Heart Talks 
mailed upon receipt of your name and address. 
Mailing Address 
REV. CHARLES E. FULLER 
P. O. Bex 123 - - = Les Angeles, Calif. 
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SUMMER BIBLE 
SCHOOLS IN 
RURAL AMERICA 


“The Daily Vacation Bible 
School season is always a 
happy one!” ~ 











HESE are the words of one of our missionaries, W. P. Jackson of Alabama. 
He continues : 


‘‘The children on my field have learned to look forward to this feature of 
our work with keen interest. Little Benny Walton, who is about 8 years 
old, says he can hardly wait each year for the time for Bible School. 
He is one of five who accepted Christ in our last session of the Daily 
Vacation Bible School."’ 


sy ERE are thousands of neglected little lads, like Benny Walton . . . there are thou- 
sands of neglected little girls, too. During summer months they are gathering to- 
gether in hundreds of happy groups —like the splendid group in the picture above —to 
enjoy. the sessions of the Daily Vacation Bible Schools conducted by our missionaries. 


TH ESE Vacation Bible Schools are being held in the remote back-lands of America -- 
in areas where there is much ignorance, atheism and stark poverty. Through the Union 
Sunday Schools, Summer Bible Conferences and Daily Vacation Bible Schools, our mis- 
sionaries are carrying HIS Word to these almost forgotten boys and girls. Tirelessly these 
men of God are spreading Bible knowledge and giving them new visions of life. 


[F ‘THE Lord should inspire a desire in your heart to have at least a small share in this 
work, a card to the National Office or to any District Office, will bring desired informa- 
tion. Ask for a copy of the ‘‘SUNDAY SCHOOL MISSIONARY.” Our ‘‘SPON- 
SORSHIP PLAN "’ affords a splendid opportunity for intelligent giving with personal 
contacts with the work. 


THE: DEPARTMENT OF MISSIONS 
AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

















In ordering goods, or in making inquiry concerning anything advertised 
in this paper, you will oblige the publishers, as well as the advertiser, 
by stating that you saw the advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 











6 Home Study Bible Courses 


Special Summer Price 


Enroll Now! Offer expires September 15, 1936 


oy fares is a special inducement to enroll for Bible Study Correspondence Courses this 
summer. Increase your Bible knowledge at a saving to you from regular prices. 
Avail yourself of this inspiring help to become a Christian leader in our community. 
Only a few minutes is required each day. Summer is a good time to start. 


List of Courses. with Special Summer Prices 


*Synthetic Bible Study Course ......--...-. $6.00 Saves you $2.00 
*Bible Doctrine Course... .. 2... e seer $5.00 Saves you $3.00 

Fundamentals of Christian Faith Course. ... . . $3.50 Saves you $1.50 
*Bible Chapter Summary Course ............ $5.00 Saves you $3.00 
*W -Wide Missions Course. .........+.+-2-. 4.00 Saves you $4.00 


*Teacher Training Course .......-+-+-2-eee8 i Saves you $3.00 
*Credit for these Caurses ts allowed tn the Residence School 


Remember, the special price is good only if your enrollment is postmarked by Mid- 
night, September 15, 1936—:80 act at once. Mail the coupon TODAY. 


You will find God blessing your systematic Bible study. If desired, descriptive 
booklet will be mailed FREE. 





THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL 
Dept. 450B, 153 Institute Place, Chicago, Hlinois 





Enclosed please find fee for course (or courses) named below. Send y (reg d mail), 
check, or money order. 
SN ata a, Se kk eas ote} Ss oS OU sca tek se ere eS ee NOES SAS oie 0 ee, Shp 
Please send descriptive Booklet, describing Bible Study Courses. 
NAS GOR total LG cy eights! &) aa ee ith aks oF =e We ULE ae Thee fie ee 
Se iiss eM ee SON Fis ee DREAO ee UO 5 ies a ES Ad a RAGE 6% 0 ois 
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were “light,” what are ours? Unless we 
consider Christ, and his servants who are 
our examples of patience and endurance, we 
shall be weary and faint in our mind. 
Adopt the Spirit’s estimate of your afflic- 
tions. Pray for the Stony Brook School for 
Boys, Stony Brook, Long Istand, N. Y. 
Fri.—Revelation 2 : 8-11. 
Triumph through Tribulation. 
Prayer Succestions: “A crown of life.” 
Christ’s head, once crowned with thorns, 
now is crowned with glory. He who tri- 
umphed for us at Calvary wants to triumph 
in us all the days of our life. But his life 
must be our life if we are to come out of 
our tribulations with a shout of victory. 
Tribulation is the common lot of the saints; 
but alas, victory available in Christ is the 
uncommon experience. Let his triumph for 
you become his actual triumph in you. Pray 
for the Bible Institute Colportage Asso- 
ciation, 843 N. Wells Street, Chicago. 


Sat.—Jude 17-25, Security in God. 

Prayer Succestions: “Able to keep.” 
Venture on God. You can never trust him 
too much. Even Satan has to ‘touch you 
through God. “Put forth thine hand and 
touch him” was his request concerning Job. 
“Not a single shaft can hit, ’til the Son of 
God sees fit.” Trust him at all times, and 
under all circumstances. God’s character, 
and word, and the redemption and inter- 
cessions of Christ, together with the Spirit's 
presence and work provide your present and 
eternal security. God is your vanguard 
and rearward. Pray for Wheaton College, 
Wheaton, IIl. 


Sun.—1 Peter 1: 3-9, The Proof of Faith. 
PraYER Succestions: “The trial of your 
faith.” It is the faith of the Son of God 
in the believer, by which he lives in this 
scene, that is able to meet all the tests 
of life. As trials increase grace and peace 
are multiplied through the knowledge of 
Christ. Manifold trials provide manifold 
opportunities for revealing that greater is 
He that is in us than he that is in the 
world. The storms and showers of the 
Christian life end in fruitful harvests. They 
all have in view the “honor and glory” at 
the appearing of the Lord. Trials fit us 
for Heaven. Pray for Houghton College, 
Houghton, N. Y. . 
ve 


The Two Elijahs 


(Continued from page 467) 


hosts; because the children of Israel have 
forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine 
altars, and slain thy prophets with the 
sword; and I, even I, only am left; and 
they seek my life to take it away” (1 Kings 
19:10, 14). Then the Lord gave him a 
vision of great beauty and deep meaning. 
He said: “Go forth, and stand upon the 
mount before the Lord. And, behold, the 
Lord passed by, and a great and strong 
wind rent the mountains, and brake in 
pieces the rocks before the Lord, but the 
Lord was not in the wind: and after the 
wind an earthquake; but the Lord was not 
in the earthquake: and after the earthquake 
a fire; but the Lord was not in the fire: 
and after the fire a still small voice. And 
it was so, when Elijah heard it, that. he 
wrapped his face in his mantle, and went 
out, and stood in the entering in of the 
cave” (1 Kings 19: 11-13). 

(To be continued next week) 
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